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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Watch the Livestream at:

Facebook.com/HolyCrossSimpsonvilleSC
You do not need a Facebook account to watch the Livestream.
Click HERE for this Sunday's Bulletin.

Grace and peace, friends!
Earlier this month, the Vestry gathered again with Marty Darby and the Rev. Valori
Sherer to discern our Divine Purpose here at Holy Cross. This is a little different than
a mission statement. Holy Cross is here in Simpsonville, at the corner of College and
Jonesville, because God wants us to be. What, then, is our Divine Purpose? We broke
into three groups, and discerned different aspects of this calling. We then came back
together, blending our work on the separate parts, and explored the synergy of our
discerning. Here is the fruit of our work:

Holy Cross Divine Purpose
We believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe God's love is
universal, and we believe in welcoming all who are seeking a deeper relationship with
God and one another.
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We worship according to the traditions of the Episcopal Church. We value our own
diversity and embrace all who seek a spiritual connection with a faith-based
community.
We serve our Holy Cross family and those around us through our willingness to hear
and discern the needs of our communities in order to offer an inclusive and loving
church, grounded in God's grace.
+++
We ask that you pray over this Divine Purpose statement. Sit with it. Pray on it. And
we invite you to share your thoughts and reflections on this Divine Purpose with
Father Dorian and the Vestry. We would love your feedback.

Community Matters: Spiritual Gifts Discernment - October 23
Our next step with Partnership for Renewal is a Community Matters workshop in
which all members of the parish community - including the children - gather to
discern and apply your unique gifts toward our shared divine purpose. What are your
spiritual gifts? How is God calling you to serve, both in Holy Cross and in the wider
community of Simpsonville? This will be a festive event for the whole family. Save the
date and stay tuned.
I am so very grateful for you. May God continue to do a good work in and through
you.
Peace,
Dorian+
rector@holycrossep.org
NEW OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thur: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Friday: 9:00am - 12:00pm

Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, October 2nd
4:00pm
at the Pavilion
Celebrate the feast of Blessed St. Francis! Everyone is welcome: people,
dogs, cats, birds, bunnies, horses, hamsters, lizards, snakes, squirrels,
raccoons, opossums, ferrets, and more!
The blessing will be followed by light refreshments for all, include treats
for furry friends. Invite your neighbors and friends! Invite your favorite
rescue organization. Open to the community!
Monetary donations will be collect to benefit Wildlife Rehab of
Greenville.
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Dog food and cat food donations will be donated to Greenville Humane
Society.

Pet Burial Liturgy and Internment
3:30pm in the St. Francis Memorial Garden
If you have a pet cremains that you would like interred in our pet memorial garden,
please come at 3:30pm, prior to the blessing, to participate in this beautiful liturgy.

Fall Adult Formation
9:00am Welcome Gathering and Coffee
9:15-10:15am Formation
The Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement
Every Sunday, unless otherwise noted
What does it mean to be an Episcopalian? What is an Anglican?
What are bishops for? How do we pray as Episcopalians? How
do we read and engage scripture? What are sacraments? This
will be an ongoing offering over the course of the year packaged in little mini-series.
Great for the old timer and the new comer!
Below are core resources that will be referenced and utilized in the class:
"Walk in Love: Episcopal Beliefs and Practices" by the Rev. Scott Gun
"Gifts of God for the People of God" by the Rev. Furman Buchanan
"Glorious Companions" by Richard Schmidt
More info to come soon about Children and Youth Formation...
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Register HERE!
Holy Cross Women's Retreat
Oct 28-30
Gravatt Conference Center, Aiken, SC
Cost dependent upon lodging.
The Rev. Susan Hardaway will be our
retreat facilitator.

Silent Auction: LIVE NOW!
To help offset the costs of the fall Women's Retreat, we will be holding an
online silent auction Sept 18-24. If you have a service, business or items to
contribute to the auction, we would love to have your donations. We will be
collecting items at Holy Cross from Aug 14 - Sept 11.
To arrange drop off or pick up of larger items, please contact Maureen
Prince at 864-704-2098 or moprince999@gmail.com
If you would like to be part of the Women's Retreat Planning Committee,
please contact Anne Smith (864-414-7872 or bamaanne@aol.com). We
would love to have your support!
Click HERE or the Image above to register.

Silent Auction
The online Silent Auction to benefit this year's Women's Retreat is LIVE now! Just a
couple days left. The auction closes on Sat., Sept 24th at 4:00pm (All bidding must be
done online.)

To visit the Silent Auction, scan the QR code below or visit:
https://www.32auctions.com/HCWomensRetreat

Silent Auction bidding ends at 4 PM on Saturday, 9/24. Pick up of "won"
items is Sunday 9/25 from 8:30 - 12.
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YOUTH GATHERINGS & EVENTS
Youth Group will be at St. Peter's this Sunday!
See below. If you need a ride, please let Bonnie Schmidt know.
Meet at St Peter's at 4:30pm.
If you are carpooling, please meet at Holy Cross at 4:00pm.

LEAF
Sept 25th: 4:30-6:30pm
At St. Peter's Episcopal
LEAF is our regular gathering with
Episcopal Churches in the Upstate, from
Spartanburg to Clemson. We will gather
for food, fellowship, large group games,
and more. More details to be announced.

High School Converge
Oct 8-9
Christ Church Greenville
Cost $48
Click HERE for more information.
Click HERE for registration.

Middle School Converge
Oct 22-23
Trinity Cathedral Columbia
Cost $48
Click HERE for more information.
Click HERE for registration.
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Things of Interest:
Low Anthropology
by David Zahl

It can be a little risky to recommend a book
that you haven't read yet, but having heard
Zahl speak on this topic and having read his
other works, I am pretty confident this will be a
good read.
"A lighthearted yet high-minded exploration of
failure's ability to serve as a gateway to grace.
Readers will find this a balm."--Publishers
Weekly
In Low Anthropology, popular author and
theologian David Zahl explores how our ideas
about human nature influence our expectations
in friendship, work, marriage, and politics. We
all go through life with an "anthropology"--an
idea about what humans are like, our
potentials and our limitations. A high
anthropology--thinking optimistically about human nature--can breed perfectionism,
anxiety, burnout, loneliness, and resentment. Meanwhile, Zahl invites readers into a
biblically rooted and surprisingly life-giving low anthropology, which fosters hope,
deep connection with others, lasting love, vulnerability, compassion, and happiness.
Zahl offers a liberating view of human nature, sin, and grace, showing why the good
news of Christianity is both urgent and appealing. By embracing a more accurate view
of human beings, readers will discover a true and lasting hope.
Available for purchase HERE and HERE.

Faith in Action
GOAL: Greenville Organized for Accountable Leadership
The Greenville County Interfaith Justice Network has a new name! GOAL is a
growing coalition of faith communities and organizations united together to create
systemic change that makes Greenville County a more just place to live for everyone.
Churches are great at ministries of mercy (soup kitchens, food banks, etc.). Justice
Networks get to the heart of the issues, seeking change at the systematic or
institutional level.
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Holy Cross is joining together with over 20 other congregations. We start with house
meetings, sharing our own experiences of injustice. If you are interested in learning
more or attending a house meeting, please feel free to contact Father Dorian. Please
contact Kerry Kelley, Peggy Tollison, Ande Zander, or Noreen Smith if you are
interested in attending a house meeting.
Sept 26 @ 7:00pm - House meeting hosted by Ande and Noreen at Ande's home
Oct 4 @ 7:00pm - House meeting hosted by Ande and Noreen
Please visit GCIJN's Facebook Page by Clicking HERE.

James Monroe Mission House
The James Monroe Mission House in Fountain Inn is in need of non-perishable food
items:
+Canned vegetables
+Canned fruit
+Bags of rice
+Cereal, oatmeal, and breakfast foods
+Peanut butter
There will be a collection box in the Narthex.

Med Shed Update
Greetings from the Med Shed. Many thanks to
those of you who have been able to donate such
useful equipment. For example, this shower
bench gives stability and safety in your shower
and is a super aid in fall prevention. Let me know
if you or someone you know needs one.
Peggy at 865-556-9071
Further note; please don't drop off a donation at
the church. Call me and I'll make arrangements
for pickup or drop off. Thank you.
*All equipment will be sanitized before
lending or relending.

Episcocats
Our ongoing ministry for feral cats is
always accepting food
donations. Our green donation box
is in the Reception Room. Thank you
for helping us help them!!
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The new school year has begun with Power P.A.C.K.S.
Currently we are serving 40 children at Hickory Tavern Elementary/Middle School.
Food and monetary donations are always helpful and accepted.
Immediate needs: small veggie cups and healthy entree options.
NO plastic bags for the time being. We are grateful, and also overwhelmed
with bags and running out of space.
If you would like to volunteer your time please reach out to Jennifer Hellams:
(864) 872-3724 or jyhellams@gmail.com
Packing and delivery volunteers are always appreciated!
Online Giving

Click the image or the playlist title to listen on Spotify.

Holy Cross: Good News Through Music
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Holy Cross Sunday Worship
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If there is maintenance that needs to be done at the church, please
use the button below that will take you to a form on CCB. A copy
will be sent to Greg Farley (Junior Warden) and Tom Jones for
action.
Maintenance Form

Counseling Services
offered by Holy Cross

We are fortunate to offer the counseling services of Bobbie Godwin to Holy Cross
members for a reduced fee of only $50 per hour.
Bobbie is a SC Licensed Professional Counselor and SC Licensed Addictions
Counselor with over 20 years of experience.
You can schedule an appointment with Ms. Godwin by contacting her directly at
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843-287-3760.

Purchase HERE

If you would like to submit anything for the weekly
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