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Kim Buchanan

From: Holy Cross Episcopal Church Simpsonville SC <secretary@holycrossep.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2022 12:13 PM
To: kbuchana1@charter.net
Subject: Holy Cross News

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

Grace and peace, friends! 
 
I love rainy days. I find them calming and contemplative. In many cultures, rain is a 
blessing. I pray today that the rain reminds you of your baptism, that you belong to a 
kingdom, a family, that you belong to God. Let grace rain down on you today. 
 
The work of the Vestry Retreat with Partnership for Renewal was powerful. There was 
a significant shift that we could all feel: it is time to get to work. Now is when the 
rubber hits the road. One of the first things to come out of our work is a Vestry 
Stewardship Covenant. Our new path together, as a vestry and a community, will 
entail a different approach to stewardship. P4R calls it the Stewardship of the 
Entirety of Our Lives. You will hear more about this, but in essence, this is a broader 
approach, a wider, deeper view of stewardship.  
 
Vestry Stewardship Covenant: 
 
We believe God’s abundance will provide for the various ministries of Holy 
Cross as a faithful community of people who have unique gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure to share.  
 
We commit to both a spiritual and business meeting every month to 
deepen our relationship with God as we continually discern the correct 
questions to ask about stewardship and financial decisions. We commit to 
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an ongoing monthly process to review stewardship and communicate the 
results to the congregation.  
 
We lovingly invite everyone to participate in and commit fully to our 
community, acknowledging that all gifts of time, treasure, and talent are 
valued.  
 
+ + + 
 
Next, on September 6th, the Vestry will work on our Divine Purpose. Sooner after, 
look for an announcement of a larger parish gathering called Community Matters. We 
will gather together, even the littles and young people of the church, to discern our 
individual spiritual gifts. We will look for common themes that bubble up, and we will 
begin to discuss how these gifts could be utilized to live into the Divine Purpose of 
Holy Cross.  
 
As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to reach out.  
 
Also, I know these emails contain a lot of information. Please scroll down and check 
out events and opportunities. We have some real needs we can help out with at the 
James Monroe House. 
 
I hope you have a great week, and I will see you on Sunday! 
 
Peace, 
Dorian+ 
rector@holycrossep.org 
 
NEW OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Thur: 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Friday:     9:00am - 12:00pm 
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Contact Father Dorian or Bonnie Schmidt if you plan on attending.  
Hope you will join us! Come and learn about events like: 
 

LEAF 
Sept 25th: 4:30-6:30pm 
At St. Peter's Episcopal 
 
LEAF is our regular gathering with 
Episcopal Churches in the Upstate, from 
Spartanburg to Clemson. We will gather 
for food, fellowship, large group games, 
and more. More details to be announced. 

 

 

 

High School Converge 
Oct 8-9  
Christ Church Greenville 
Cost $48 
 
Click HERE for more information. 
 
Click HERE for registration. 

 

 

 

Middle School Converge 
Oct 22-23  
Trinity Cathedral Columbia 
Cost $48 
 
Click HERE for more information. 
 
Click HERE for registration. 
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Holy Cross Day Picnic 

Sunday, September 11th 

Following the 10:30am service 

Wear RED! 
 
Join us for food and fellowship down at the 
Pavilion to celebrate our Feast Day with a 
grand gathering. 
 
The Men's Group will provide burgers, hot 
dogs, and the fixin's. We ask parishioners to 

bring sides, appetizers, desserts, and other food items to share. There is a 
sign up in the narthex/hallway at the church, and we already have more 
than a dozen families bringing food. Bring a friend or neighbor and join us 
in celebrating our community. 
 
We could also use help for setup and cleanup. There is a registration form 
for those teams as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration Opens Soon!  
 
Silent Auction: To help offset the 
costs of the fall Women's Retreat, 
we will be holding an online silent 
auction Sept 18-24. If you have a 
service, business or items to 
contribute to the auction, we would 
love to have your donations. We 
will be collecting items at Holy Cross from Aug 14 - Sept 11.  
 
To arrange drop off or pick up of larger items, please contact Maureen 
Prince at 864-704-2098 or moprince999@gmail.com 
 
If you would like to be part of the Women's Retreat Planning Committee, 
please contact Anne Smith (864-414-7872 or bamaanne@aol.com). We 
would love to have your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things of Interest: 
 



5

Bible Love: 

A Scripture Podcast 
 
The Rev. Mary Balfour Dunlap and the 
Rev. Alan Bentrup are two good friends 
of Father Dorian that host this great 
scripture podcast. And Fr. Dorian is on 
this week's episode that just dropped 
today. They started at Genesis 1 and are 
now in 1st Chronicles.  
 
Mary Balfour is the rector of Resurrection 
Greenwood. Alan was on Bishop Waldo's 
staff and is now the rector of St. Martin's 
in Keller, TX.  
 

Click the Bible Love Logo to listen or visit their website HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible Project 
 
BibleProject is a non-profit animation studio that produces short-form, 
fully animated videos to make the biblical story accessible to everyone, 
everywhere. We create videos, podcasts, and study guides that explore the 
Bible's unified story by focusing on its overarching themes and each book's 
literary design. We are committed to understanding the Bible in its 
historical context and communicating its wisdom for the modern world. 
Ultimately, we want to change how people read and use the Bible. 
 
You can visit their website to check our their resources and watch their 
videos.  They also have an App for Apple and Android.  

 

 

 

 

Faith in Action 
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GOAL: Greenville Organized for Accountable Leadership 
 
The Greenville County Interfaith Justice Network has a new name!  GOAL is a 
growing coalition of faith communities and organizations united together to create 
systemic change that makes Greenville County a more just place to live for everyone. 
Churches are great at ministries of mercy (soup kitchens, food banks, etc.). Justice 
Networks get to the heart of the issues, seeking change at the systematic or 
institutional level. 
 
Holy Cross is joining together with over 20 other congregations. We start with house 
meetings, sharing our own experiences of injustice. If you are interested in learning 
more or attending a house meeting, please feel free to contact Father Dorian. Please 
contact Kerry Kelley, Peggy Tollison, Ande Zander, or Noreen Smith if you are 
interested in attending a house meeting. 
 
Sept 12 @7:00pm - House meeting hosted by Peggy and Kerry at Peggy's home 
Sept 15 @7:00pm - House meeting hosted by Kerry Kelley at her home 
Sept 26 @- House meeting hosted by Ande and Noreen at Ande's home 
 
Please visit GCIJN's Facebook Page by Clicking HERE. 

 

 

 

 

James Monroe Mission House 
 
The James Monroe Mission House in Fountain Inn is in need of non-perishable food 
items:  
+Canned vegetables 
+Canned fruit 
+Bags of rice 
+Cereal, oatmeal, and breakfast foods 
+Peanut butter  
 
There will be a collection box in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

Med Shed Update 
Greetings from the Med Shed. Many thanks to 
those of you who have been able to donate such 
useful equipment. For example, this shower 
bench gives stability and safety in your shower 
and is a super aid in fall prevention. Let me know 
if you or someone you know needs one.  
Peggy at 865-556-9071 
Further note; please don't drop off a donation at 
the church. Call me and I'll make arrangements 
for pickup or drop off. Thank you.  
 
*All equipment will be sanitized before 

lending or relending. 
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Dear Holy Cross! Thank you for another wonderful year of support!  
In the 2021/2022 school year we provided weekend and school break 
nutrition to 42 food insecure children. Over the summer we collect 
minimal items (please make sure the expiration date extends past 9/2022. 
We collect monetary donations year round to ensure we can meet the 
needs of Hickory Tavern Elementary and fill any gaps we may come across. 
Have questions? Want to be a packer or delivery team? Reach out to 
Jennifer Hellams (864) 872-3724 or jyhellams@gmail.com 

 

Online Giving  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcing Enrollment for EFM 2022-2023 
 
Education for Ministry is a nationwide program of theological study offered by the 
Episcopal Church. EFM is focused on enhancing the spiritual and theological 
development of the laity of the church. In other words, EFM is for you in the pew.  
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Education for Ministry is scheduled to begin the fall semester on September 12, 
2022. The group meets once per week on Mondays from 6:00-8:00 pm. We are 
planning to meet in person once per month at the church with the other meetings via 
Zoom. The cost of tuition is $325 per year plus cost of books which can be obtained 
through online sources or used from former participants. This cost varies but 
averages $50-$75. The current class size is six participants. The four-year college 
program from The University of the South School of Theology in Sewanee, TN 
involves reading the Old Testament in year one, the New Testament in year two, an 
extensive history of the Christian faith in year three, and year four encompasses 
outreach studies. There are often supplemental readings, and everything is engaged 
through the practice of Theological Reflection. If you have questions, please talk to Fr. 
Dorian. 
 
Please consider joining us!  If interested, contact Bobbie Godwin at 843.287.3760 for 
more details.  We have an active EFM alumni as well as our current group if you 
would like to discuss with them as well.   
 

 

 

 

 

Click the image or the playlist title to listen on Spotify. 
 

 

 

 

Holy Cross: Good News Through Music  
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Holy Cross Sunday Worship  
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If there is maintenance that needs to be done at the church, please 
use the button below that will take you to a form on CCB. A copy 
will be sent to Greg Farley (Junior Warden) and Tom Jones for 
action. 

 

Maintenance Form  
 

 

 

 

 

Counseling Services 

offered by Holy Cross 
We are proud to announce that Bobbie Godwin has agreed to offer counseling 

services to Holy Cross members for a reduced fee of only $50 per hour.  
 

Bobbie is a SC Licensed Professional Counselor and SC Licensed Addictions 
Counselor with over 20 years of experience. 

 
You can schedule an appointment with Ms. Godwin by contacting her directly at  
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843-287-3760.  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

If you would like to submit anything for the weekly  
 

announcements please email  
secretary@holycrossep.org Thank you.  

 

[864-967-7470]  [secretary@holycrossep.org]  [holycrossep.org] 
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