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Our Mission:

“Making Christ Visible in
God’s Community”

Grace and peace, friends!
August 1st marked my 6 month anniversary
at Holy Cross. This is exciting and very cool!
I'm so grateful to be your priest. In addition,
the timing coincides with an important
endeavor that the Vestry is embarking
upon.
This weekend, on Friday and Saturday, the Vestry will be in a
retreat with Partnership for Renewal. Mr. Martin Darby and the
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Rev. Dr. Valori Sherer are our co-facilitators and will guide us
through a process of community discernment. From day one, I
have talked and preached about working to discover who and what
Holy Cross is called to be in this new chapter of our journey
together. This is the next step of that work. Martin and Valori have
worked with parishes across the Episcopal Church, including
many in our Diocese, such as Ascension Seneca, St. Matthew's
Spartanburg, and Resurrection Greenwood. They have a track
record of really amazing work.
This weekend, we will reflect on servant leadership in our context
following the example of Jesus. This will entail a visioning process
which assists in clarifying core values, mapping of our resources,
and determining concrete steps toward accomplishing sustainable
goals in four areas: mission and outreach, pastoral care, worship,
and Christian formation.
The second phase is entitled The Stewardship of the Entirety of
our Lives (SEOL). We will reflect on a new approach to
stewardship that leads beyond the notion of an annual pledge
drive and focuses on year-round stewardship of the resources
already present, but perhaps undiscovered or underutilized, in the
congregation. SEOL includes attention to the care and feeding of
our spiritual, physical and mental health, our time, financial
affairs, relationships and communities, and creation/the
environment.
We will then reflect on and discern a Divine Purpose Statement.
Holy Cross exists in Simpsonville, SC on E College Street because
God wants us where we are. What is that divine purpose?
The next phase will engage the whole of the congregation,
including children. We will host a Community Matters event, in
which we discern the spiritual gifts in our community, through the
particular lens of how to apply these unique gifts toward our
divine purpose.
From that point, there are many possibilities for programming,
events, and ministry initiatives. Martin and Valori will be our
partners in ministry and at our disposal indefinitely. Martin is
local to Greenville, a parishioner at St. James, and so he will likely
help facilitate future programming for us and be among our
community. I am excited to see where God will lead Holy Cross
over the coming weeks, months, and years.
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Feel free to let me know if you have any questions about this
partnership.
I hope you have a great week, and I will see you on Sunday.
Peace,
Dorian+
rector@holycrossep.org
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Things of Interest:

What is God like?
Children who are introduced to God, through attending church or having loved ones
who speak about God, often have a lot of questions, including this ever-popular one:
What is God like? The late Rachel Held Evans loved the Bible and loved showing
God’s love through the words and pictures found in that ancient text. Through these
pictures from the Bible, children see that God is like a shepherd, God is like a star,
God is like a gardener, God is like the wind, and more. God is a comforter and
support.
And whenever a child is unsure, What Is God Like? encourages young hearts to “think
about what makes you feel safe, what makes you feel loved, and what makes you feel
brave. That’s what God is like.”

4

Good Enough: 40ish Devotionals
for a Life of Imperfection
A compassionate, intelligent, and wry series of Christian daily reflections
on learning to live with imperfection in a culture of self-help that promotes
endless progress, from Kate Bowler, the author of Everything Happens for
a Reason and the executive producer of the Everything Happens podcast.
Written gently and with humor, Good Enough is permission for all those
who need to hear that there are some things you can fix—and some things
you can’t. And it’s okay that life isn’t always better. In these gorgeously
written reflections, Bowler and Richie offer fresh imagination for how
truth, beauty, and meaning can be discovered amid the chaos of life. Their
words celebrate kindness, honesty, and interdependence in a culture that
rewards ruthless individualism and blind optimism. Ultimately, in these
pages we can rest in the encouragement to strive for what is possible
today—while recognizing that though we are finite, the life in front of us
can be beautiful.
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Announcing Enrollment for EFM 2022-2023
Education for Ministry is a nationwide program of theological study offered by the
Episcopal Church. EFM is focused on enhancing the spiritual and theological
development of the laity of the church. In other words, EFM is for you in the pew.
Education for Ministry is scheduled to begin the fall semester on September 12,
2022. The group meets once per week on Mondays from 6:00-8:00 pm. We are
planning to meet in person once per month at the church with the other meetings via
Zoom. The cost of tuition is $325 per year plus cost of books which can be obtained
through online sources or used from former participants. This cost varies but
averages $50-$75. The current class size is six participants. The four-year college
program from The University of the South School of Theology in Sewanee, TN
involves reading the Old Testament in year one, the New Testament in year two, an
extensive history of the Christian faith in year three, and year four encompasses
outreach studies. There are often supplemental readings, and everything is engaged
through the practice of Theological Reflection. If you have questions, please talk to Fr.
Dorian.
Please consider joining us! If interested, contact Bobbie Godwin at 843.287.3760 for
more details. We have an active EFM alumni as well as our current group if you
would like to discuss with them as well.
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Click the image or the playlist title to listen on Spotify.

Holy Cross: Good News Through Music
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Holy Cross Sunday Worship
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To help offset the costs of the fall Women's Retreat, we will be holding an
online silent auction Sept 18-24. If you have a service, business or items to
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contribute to the auction, we would love to have your donations. We will be
collecting items at Holy Cross from Aug 14 - Sept 11. Please contact
Maureen Prince (864-704-2098 or moprince999@gmail.com) to
arrange drop off or pick up of larger items. If you would like to be part of
the Women's Retreat Planning Committee, please contact Anne Smith
(864-414-7872 or bamaanne@aol.com). We would love to have your
support!

Holy Cross Academy — July News

Dreamshakers, a group whose mission is to motivate and inspire children to dream
and achieve visited the Academy in July. The children all enjoyed their playful
presentation and absorbed the message that they can do anything—big or small—if
they put their minds to it.
Additionally:
• Director Lakisha Pride is pleased to report that HCA passed the annual reviews
conducted by both DSS and DHEC.
• The Academy had 100 students enrolled in the month of July, with seven children
on the waiting list.
• Limbs that were overhanging from HCA grounds into Emanuel Salon’s parking lot
were trimmed.
Future projects include repair and landscaping of the playground, new playground
equipment and adding a wall in the 4k classroom.

Med Shed Update
Holy Cross has come through with our usual generosity in making
numerous donations to the Shed. Many thanks on behalf of those for
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whom this will be a great blessing. Here's what we have: wheelchairs,
rollators, walkers, crutches, canes, potty seats, shower benches, nebulizers,
and an orthopedic shoe and boot. Now's the time for each of us to become
particularly mindful of who among us might have a need for these
resources. Additionally, there have been questions about whether the
donation of disposable supplies are appropriate; like Depends, catheters,
etc. They are not lendable for the Shed ; however, if you have such
supplies, I am willing to take them and donate them to a group like hospice
for you. Again, your generosity is greatly appreciated! Peggy Tollison, 865556-9071 Call me to make arrangements for your donation to be picked up.
*All equipment will be sanitized before lending or relending.

Dear Holy Cross! Thank you for another wonderful year of support!
In the 2021/2022 school year we provided weekend and school break
nutrition to 42 food insecure children. Over the summer we collect
minimal items (please make sure the expiration date extends past 9/2022.
We collect monetary donations year round to ensure we can meet the
needs of Hickory Tavern Elementary and fill any gaps we may come across.
Have questions? Want to be a packer or delivery team? Reach out to
Jennifer Hellams (864) 872-3724 or jyhellams@gmail.com
Online Giving

If there is maintenance that needs to be done at the church, please
use the button below that will take you to a form on CCB. A copy
will be sent to Greg Farley (Junior Warden) and Tom Jones for
action.
Maintenance Form

Counseling Services
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offered by Holy Cross
We are proud to announce that Bobbie Godwin has agreed to offer counseling
services to Holy Cross members for a reduced fee of only $50 per hour.
Bobbie is a SC Licensed Professional Counselor and SC Licensed Addictions
Counselor with over 20 years of experience.
You can schedule an appointment with Ms. Godwin by contacting her directly at
843-287-3760.

If you would like to submit anything for the weekly
announcements please email

secretary@holycrossep.org Thank you.
[864-967-7470] [secretary@holycrossep.org] [holycrossep.org]
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