


Judy White, our parish secretary, will have a
number where she will be able to reach me in the
event of a major emergency. My regular cell phone
will stay here in the states. (I am fearful of
Blackberry withdrawal!) Should a member of the
parish die during this time period, Linda will
oversee arrangements and will do the funeral. | will
be able to contact the family by phone but will not
be able to be present for the funeral.

The good news in the midst of all of this is how
well Holy Cross does these ministries without me
now. The gift of the program-size parish is its
ability to do ministry without the rector directing
the action. We have gifted lay leaders who can
assist Linda and see that every need is met and
ministry is done thoroughly and well.

It is my hope that when I return from my sabbatical,
each of you will have realized more fully your
significant impact as a member of this Body of
Christ. Hopefully, your sabbatical from me will
give each of you an opportunity to appreciate your
ministry in this place.

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but
it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good.” ~1 Cor. 12:4-7

Mike+
rector@holycrossep.org
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ASSISTANT RECTOR
FOR PASTORAL CARE

Comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort
we ourselves have
received from God.

2 Corinthians 1:4

ASSISTANTRECTOR
@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

PRACTICING THE FAITH: GOING TO
CHURCH; BEING CHURCH

People go to church for many differing reasons: to
find God, to see friends, to sit in silence, to learn
about scripture, to participate in the sacraments, to
see and be seen, to sing God’s praises. Others go to
church to hear the fabulous sermons (OK,
potentially thought-provoking and sometimes
challenging sermons), because going to church is
the “right” or the “expected” thing to do, or to share
in community.

Ronald Rolheiser wrote, “We go to church so as not
to be alone—alone in our joys, alone in our
suffering, along in the everydayness of our lives,
alone in the important passages of our lives.... We
go to church to tell people we love them, and
hopefully, to hear them tell us the same thing.
When the members of a congregation take seriously
the call to be “the body of Christ”? in a place, when
they strive to live into Jesus commandment, “Just as
| have loved you, you also should love one
another,” then they become Church and others who
go to that church will have no difficulty finding
Christ’s presence there.
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Holy Cross is more than a destination; we are a vital
Christian community. I’ve heard many answers to

! Rolheiser, Ronald. The Holy Longing: the Search for a
Christian Spirituality, p. 134.

21 Corinthians 12.27

% John 13.34-35



the question “Why are you at Holy Cross?” A few
of the responses indicated that the people felt God
called them specifically to this place at a critical
time in their lives. Many have spoken of a feeling of
welcome and of family here, while others felt they
had specific gifts to offer and found a ministry in
which to share. Some are here because of one
specific person who invited or welcomed them and
sought to include them in the life of the
congregation. Some have returned to church after a
long absence and have found here a connection with
God that had been missing in their life. Some were
baptized or married here and others have found their
heart’s home through the sacrament of Holy
Eucharist.

There a difference between “going to” church and
“being” church. Our roles within the church
community will be as individual as we are. In the
12" chapter of 1 Corinthians, the apostle Paul tells
us that each of us is essential to the health and
vitality of the whole body. Our recognition that the
part we have been called to play is just as important,
though in a different way, as the part anyone else
has been given is crucial not only to our own
spiritual health, but to the effectiveness of this
congregation, this part of the “Body of Christ.” It
takes many people with many interests and many
skills and gifts to do the work Christ has called us to
do in this place and time. Everyone is important;
every gift acknowledged and offered is necessary.
(If you are still looking for your part, for the
place/places where you can best participate in the
ministry of Holy Cross, come to the ministry fair on

May 16.)

Richard Rohr writes, “For Paul, you do not live in
the world and go to church. You live in the Church
and go to the world. Take off your head, shake it
and put it back on because that was not the way any
of us were trained to think. Church, for Paul, is not
something you attend. Church is something you
organically are—or not! It is more a living
organism than a formal organization. You don’t
join it as much as you breathe it.”*

* Richard Rohr. The Great Themes of Paul

You live in the Church and go to the world. The
church lives in you, because Christ lives in you.
You take the Church - you take Christ - to the
world. Let Christ be manifest in you, so that others
may see Christ and desire what you have. And in
that way you can bring the world to Church.

Go forth in the name of Christ to love and serve the
Lord—to be the church in the world. Come back to
Holy Cross weekly, to be the Body of Christ
manifest in this community.

“| give you a new commandment, that you love one

another. By this everyone will know that you are

my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
~John 13:34-35

Blessings,
Linda+

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'’S
MINISTRIES

KELLIE WILSON
YOUTH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

SHELLEY ALLEN
CHILDREN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

CHILDREN TO LEAD SERVICE

This month on May 16, we will have the
opportunity to worship together as our children and
youth lead our 11:15 service. Here at Holy Cross,
we have wonderfully talented children and youth
who are able and willing to lead us in worship. This
year, we are inviting the K3, K4, and K5 classes
from Holy Cross Academy to come and sing with
us on May 16. What a great way this is to bring
together two wonderful ministries of Holy Cross



Episcopal Church. I have no doubt that we will
welcome the children and families from Holy Cross
Academy as we welcome all of our guests.

Also this month, the Academy will be putting on a
Spring Carnival on Saturday, May 8 from 11:00 a.m
to 4:00 p.m. Please look at the announcement in this
newsletter about the carnival and see what ways you
can serve and make this carnival a huge success.
And finally on May 23 at the Pentecost picnic, there

will be an activity for the children to participate in
before they dine or when they are done dining
(parents, you decide). So come one, come all and
enjoy the fellowship with one another at the picnic.
Peace be with you all!

Shelley Allen, Associate in Ministry

R X S S
OUR LORD’S RESOURCES
SENIOR WARDEN — MARK MCGRAIL
SRWARDEN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

JUNIOR WARDEN — FRED WHITMIRE
JRWARDEN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

STEWARDSHIP — JEFF FROMAN
STEWARDSHIP@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

BUILDING COMMITTEE — DRAYTON GAILLARD
WHDGAILLARD@CHARTER.NET

“Church isn’t where you meet. Church isn’t a
building. Church is what you do. Church is who you
are. Church is the human outworking of the person
of Jesus Christ. Let’s not go to church. Let’s be the
Church.” ~Bridget Willard

“We can never judge the lives of others because
each person knows only their own pain and
renunciation. It’s one thing to feel that you are on
the right path, but it's another to think that yours is
the only path.” ~ Paulo Coelho

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

WORSHIP, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION,
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

RECTOR — FATHER MICHAEL FLANAGAN
RECTOR@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION —
KELLIE WILSON
YOUTH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN FORMATION —
SHELLEY ALLEN
CHILDREN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE — HEATHER DEVINE
CHRISTIANEDUCATION@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

ADULT FORUM:

CALLED TO CHANGE THE WORLD
Come join us as we seek to understand what is
going on in the wider culture and uncover what is
meant by the “heart of Christianity.” We examine
together what it means to live a Christian life in the
21° Century and explore ways of seeing the Bible
that can inform and transform our lives today.

The Sunday Morning Adult Forum meets in the
Parish Hall at 10:15 am and is an open forum for
everyone. The forum topics follow the seasons of
the church year with well planned presentations on
a variety of subjects.

Hearing and Heeding God’s Call:
the Heart of Christianity in a Time of Change

May 2, 9, 13
Easter Series: the Call to be Transformed

The Adult Forum is just one opportunity to nourish
your spiritual life. Please watch the Holy Cross
eblast and newsletter for the posting of weekday
Bible study groups, Lenten classes, quiet retreats,
book studies and pastoral care training sessions.
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HoLY CRrRoss KiDs NEwWS
For information about our children’s programs,
please contact Shelley Allen, our director of
children’s ministries, at 967-7470 or
children@holycrossep.org.

COME TO SPRING CARNIVAL.!

Holy Cross Academy is excited to announce our
first Spring Carnival! There will be inflatables,
games, prizes, food, raffles, and more on Saturday,
May 8 from 11:00 am until 4:00 pm down by the
Pavilion. The carnival will be open to the
community. All are welcome to attend! If you
would like to volunteer to work at a booth the day
of the carnival, or if you have anything that you
would like to donate, please call Stacia or Lara at
963-5986. Items to donate include:

e Food: two-liter drinks, lemonade mix, hot
dogs, hot dog buns, single serving bags of
chips, popsicles, plates, cups, napkins

e Booths: face paint, nail polish, tattoos,
lollipops

e Prizes: candy, stickers, party favors

e Items to include in themed baskets to be
raffled: Gamecocks, Clemson, spa/beauty,
beach, cookout, family fun and car wash

We thank you in advance for your support and
participation!
~srogozinski@charter.net

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you
the desires of your heart.”
~Psalm 37:4, NIV

SUNDAY SCHOOL TAKING A BREAK
Christian Formation will conclude on May 9. We
will start back in the fall on September 19. We will
see everyone throughout the summer and most
definitely at VBS from July 11 through July 15!

BREAKFAST FOR VOLUNTEERS
Attention all Christian Formation and Holy Cross
Academy teachers! There will be a breakfast in your
honor on May 30 at 10:15am in the Parish Hall to
say thank you for your ministry here at Holy Cross.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS will be July 11-15 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 pm.
We will be going on a High Seas Expedition! The
VBS Planning Team has already been meeting. You
will be seeing more information appear in the e-
blast, newsletter and Sunday bulletin and around
church. We received many donations last year, and
we are hopeful that everyone will respond the same
this year. Start looking around the house for old
ropes, lanterns, and shells that we can decorate the
set with. If you are interested in helping in any way,
please let Shelley know.

For more information about
youth announcements, please
contact Kellie Wilson,
director of youth ministries,
at 967-7470 or youth@holycrossep.org.

YOUTH MEET ON WEDNESDAYS
The E.D.G.E. Youth Group meets on Wednesdays
in the Meeting Hall from 6:00 until 8:00 pm for
those in grades 6 through 12. Dinner will be in the
Parish Hall from 6:00 to 6:30. The program will be
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 pm in Meeting Hall unless
otherwise specified. Please bring $4 (if able) for
dinner (maximum $10 per family). In May, topics
will be as follows, with a choice of two programs:
May 5
1) Does God Love Me? If So, How Much?
2) “Through the Bible” Bible Study (This
program will be offered only if there has
been enough interest throughout the month
of April.)



May 12

1) Transitions/Changes

2) “Through the Bible” Bible Study (This
program will be offered only if there has
been enough interest throughout the month
of April.)

May 19

1) “Exam Survival Kit” Gift Exchange: Bring a
$10 gift full of goodies needed to survive
exams, such as pencils, candy, soda, chips,
paper, and note cards. We will do a “White
Elephant” gift exchange and discuss how
youth can best prepare themselves for
exams.

2) “Through the Bible” Bible Study (This
program will be offered only if there has
been enough interest throughout the month
of April).

May 26

1) Heritage Park Game Night: Many of you
will be in the midst of exams, so bring your
favorite game and enjoy a few hours off
from your studies as we enjoy beautiful
Heritage Park and play some of our favorite
games outside in the fresh air!

2) “Through the Bible” Bible Study (This
program will be offered only if there has
been enough interest throughout the month
of April.)

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Psychotic Sunday School is held for 6" through 12"
graders in the Meeting Hall from 10:00 am until
11:00 am. Throughout the rest of the school year,
we will be doing a series on faith.

PARENTS OF TEENS AND TWEENS
We will meet on Wednesday, May 26 in the
Reception Hall at 6:00 pm. The purpose of this
meeting is to support one another by sharing our
trials and successes. There will also be time for
asking questions and sharing resources. Dinner will
be provided during the meeting for $4.

REQUIRED MISSION TRIP MEETING
All youth and adults participating in this summer’s
mission trip to Knoxville must attend a meeting on
Sunday, May 23 from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the
Reception Hall. Lunch will be served at the
Pentecost picnic in the Pavilion. Eat first and then
come to the meeting. Each youth participant needs
to have one parent or guardian with them at this
meeting. We will be filling out paperwork and
discussing the trip specifics, so please come armed
with the phone numbers of your child’s doctor,
dentist and your insurance cards.

GRADUATING? LET Us KNow!

Are you graduating from high school, college or
graduate school? We would like to recognize you in
our June newsletter. To be recognized, please fill
out the graduate information form, which can be
found online in the Forms tab at
www.holycrossep.org. Complete and submit the
form to Kellie Wilson by May 15. Forms may be
emailed to youth@holycrossep.org or dropped by
the church office.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES TO BE
HONORED AT CHURCH SERVICE
Attention graduating high school seniors: We will
be recognizing all high school graduates on Sunday,
May 30. If you would like to be recognized, please
contact Kellie at 967-7470 or
youth@holycrossep.org.

SONIC COUPON CARDS
We still have a number of youth with Sonic cards.
Please be sure to either return your cards or bring
the money that you made to Kellie by Sunday, May
23. Those who have cards at this time are:
e Richard Kirby (8)
Amanda & Teeny Storch (6)
Katie Owens (7)
Jared Prince (3)
Chayce Torres (10)
Becca Curtis (2)



YOUTH TO HOosST CAR WASH

The youth will host a car wash on May 1 from
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the church, weather
permitting. All proceeds go towards the mission trip
and other youth activities. Please tell your friends to
stop by. Adult and youth help is needed.

YOUTH YARD SALE AND LOCK-IN
Youth will meet at the church at 4:00 pm on May
21 to prepare for the yard sale. Bring sleeping bags,
pillows, toiletries, clothes and pajamas. Youth will
spend the night and may be picked up at 2:00 pm on
Saturday. If anyone has not yet raised their money
for the mission trip, they must be at this entire
event. Dinner on Friday and breakfast and lunch on
Saturday will be provided. Chaperones and workers
are needed, especially on Saturday.

SOUP KITCHEN SERVICE PROJECT
On Sunday, May 30, we will attend the 8:00 am
service together (required!) and then go to the
Project Host Soup Kitchen to serve food.
Afterwards, we will go to Fuddrucker’s. Please
bring money for lunch. All participants must have
an Individual Registration Form on file. Forms may
be downloaded at www.holycrossep.org.

Eﬂ R
DISCOVERY
COMMUNICATIONS, EVANGELISM
AND GROUP MINISTRIES

JERRY SCHAFETZ
COMMUNICATIONS@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

GAIL ENGLERT
SMALLGROUPS@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

TAKING THE FIRST STEP: LETTING GO

“Get up and enter the city, and you will be told what
you are to do.” ~Acts 9:6

After Saul was blinded by a bright light on the road
to Damascus, Jesus gave him these instructions:

“Get up and go, and I’ll tell you what to do later.”
The men who were travelling with Saul led him into
Damascus, where he waited. Then, God sent
Ananias, who was pretty confused about why he
was being sent to this man. But he listened, doing as
God told him, and the scales fell from Saul’s eyes.
So it seems to me Saul’s conversion was a team
effort: God spoke directly to Saul, who was led by a
community to go where God sent him, but it was
His speaking through another person that made Saul
see clearly. It seems God likes to give me similar
instructions: one step at a time and from different
angles, which is frankly a little scary. 1’d rather
have the whole plan laid out beforehand so | know
what | am getting myself into. But He doesn’t work
that way. He speaks in bits and pieces, here and
there, directly and more often indirectly.

About seven months ago, God had just three words
to say to me: “Put it down.” He was pretty clear.
The words came at a time when | was feeling
especially fulfilled with all of my busy-ness. I
didn’t want to put anything down. So God tried
again by speaking through someone else: Chick
Gosnell. Chick has become my sanity compass. He
checks on me every time he lays eyes on me: “How
are you doing? How are you feeling? What have
you done for yourself lately?” The answer months
ago was, “Swamped. Exhausted. Nothing.” But as |
listened to God’s voice and Chick’s loving in-my-
face sanity check, | began to see that they were both
right. I needed to put some things down.

So after almost four years, | am hanging up my hat
as the Holy Cross newsletter editor. In the summer
of 2006, I listened when called by a still, small
voice to pick up the newsletter for my family of
choice. It gave me a place to discover that my
talents are worthy and useful here at Holy Cross.
But 48 newsletters later, | can again hear the (this
time not-so-still-small) voice telling me it is time to,
as He told me, “put it down.” I loved doing the
newsletter but admit | feel increasingly burned out.

The harder part is that God told me quite clearly to
put down my role of Pumpkin Patch coordinator.



This is not news to the Pumpkin Patch Planning
Panel. Through a river of tears, | told them this at
our last 2009 meeting. I truly don’t want to let that
one go. But sometimes, it is hard to ignore that
voice. “Put it down,” He said. “I can’t give you new
gifts when your hands are so full!” (He had to kinda
yell a little this time around because | was, frankly,
unwilling and “too busy” to listen.)

My life these last four years has become
increasingly busy. | have a full-time job, a part-time
job, two kids and a husband, and | am halfway
through my master’s in library and information
science. However, if this was a matter of “putting
things down” because | am too busy, perhaps it
would not be so hard. You see, paired with the fact
that I love these two ministries is the fact (yes, fact)
that God is calling me to do something else.
“What’s that?”” you ask. How | wish I could tell
you! He’s not telling me that part yet. He just
simply says, “Put it down” and assures me I’ll get
more information when the time comes. And that,
quite frankly, scares the heck outta me.

The good news is that my “putting down” gives
some of you the chance to “pick up.” Kim Whitmire
has already agreed to pick up the newsletter. | have
known Kim for 20+ years. She was right under my
nose all along when | was looking for a
replacement, but it took Jerry Schafetz to make the
connection for us. (Again, conversion—or
change—is a team effort.) Kim was my college
roommate. She’s like a sister to me, and to say |
love her dearly doesn’t begin to cover it. She and |
met with Jerry Schafetz (vestry communications
representative), and a newsletter redesign is coming.
We hope the newsletter will serve you better as it
goes through some much-needed changes.

I have faith that more good news is coming. Surely,
one of you will step up to pick up the Pumpkin
Patch coordinator role. It has blessed me beyond
words. It is an amazing ministry headed by a
remarkable bunch of people. One of you surely has
organizational skills and the ability to delegate tasks
to a more-than-willing bunch of go-getters.

Planning starts in late August, and the Patch wraps
up in early November, a commitment of just three
months. If | could find the words to express how
that Patch and those people have blessed me, you’d
be beating down the doors to take the job. But | just
have to hope that one of you also hears that voice.

I encourage each of you to listen, not just about the
Patch but about whatever new gift God is trying to
place into your hands. Are your hands too full? |
understand. Perhaps it’s time for you to put some
things down, too. Are you feeling unworthy and
unqualified? I can identify with that. Most of us
don’t see our talents as valuable. We see ourselves
as broken, unworthy, unpolished. We are, but so
what? God doesn’t make junk. Be patient with
yourself. God is at work, and you are a work in
progress. Pay attention to how He is working in and
around you. Take just one small step toward what
He is calling you to do. Listen. Watch. Who will be
sent to help you regain your sight? How will you
lead others to walk the path God has put them on?
Will you listen and act when God calls you, even if
it doesn’t make any sense? One step. That’s all He’s
asking you to take.

By sharing my gifts, | believe | grew more fully into
who God wants me to be. But | have come to
recognize that as we grow, our gifts transform into
new gifts—if we let go and let God be in charge. So
I am “putting down” and anxiously waiting for
“what’s next.”

~Sharon W. Putman, sharonwputman@cs.com

NEWSLETTER CHANGES COMING!
(ACTUALLY, THEY’'RE ALREADY HERE)
There is now a new way to send in your articles and
announcements. Please go to the Holy Cross
website, click on News and Articles and click on the
link that says Submit Your Article Here. All
submissions must come through this link. If you
send in an article another way, you will be asked to
visit the link above and resubmit. (E-blast
announcements should still be sent to
secretary@holycrossep.org.)




MAKE YOUR FRIENDS FEEL

WELCOME AT HOLY CROSS

Sharing the good news about Holy Cross Episcopal
Church should be very easy for any of us to do. On
a recent Friday night, I had the opportunity to attend
the quarterly desert and conversation held at Fr.
Mike’s house. It was well attended, as we continue
to have new members join our community. The
theme that repeated itself over and over again was
very clear. There is a feeling you get when you
walk into the building. From the time you are
greeted by our greeting committee, through the
service, ending with the fellowship after the service,
there is a feeling of warmth, love and friendship that
fills the heart and soul.

As we continue on this journey to a program parish,
we must continue to make our new friends feel
welcome. When we invite our own friends and
neighbors to join us on Sunday morning, we can
feel comfortable knowing that this feeling will
repeat itself, Sunday after Sunday, week after week.

Help us to grow spiritually and financially by
keeping the flow of new folks coming into our
parish. Whenever the subject of worship, church,
Sunday morning, Wednesday evening, youth group,
or even such far reaching topics as pumpkins pop
up in your conversations, think about Holy Cross.
Think about how your friends would enjoy Holy
Cross. Then open wide and let the invitations begin.
~Jerry Schafetz, schafetz@charter.net

PRIMETIMERS TO TOUR HOME

Our next excursion is to Pendleton to tour the
historic Ashtabula house ($6 fee) in Pendleton and
visit St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and cemetery.
Carpoolers, meet in the church parking lot on
Thursday, May 20, at 9:00 a.m. We’ll eat lunch and
shop in Pendleton before stopping by St. Paul’s on
the way home. Sign up on our bulletin board, and
indicate if you want to carpool.

PRIMETIMERS TRIP TO CHEROKEE
Join us for Unto These Hills on June 25 and 26 in
Cherokee, NC. The play starts at 7:30 pm, so this

will be an overnighter. Individual tickets are $35,
but if we have a group of 15 or more, tickets will be
$18. There are many nearby motels that offer
shuttle service to the play. (We don’t know how
much the motels are and there would be food
expense, too.). Check out Unto These Hills website.

PRIMETIMERS’ WASHINGTON TRIP
We will be going to Washington, DC, on a bus trip
from September 17 through 20. During this four-
day, three-night trip, we will see Arlington
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Air Force
Memorial, and the National Archives. We will also
have a guided tour of the illuminated monuments
and memorials, Kennedy Center, the World War 11
and Vietnam Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the
Korean War Memorial, the Smithsonian, and the
Stephen F. Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum.

The trip includes three nights of lodging, three
breakfasts, three dinners, luggage handling, a
souvenir, all taxes and meal gratuities, bus
transportation—for only $365 per person based on
double, triple and quad occupancy. A single room is
$199 extra. Tipping of the bus driver and tour guide
is extra. These prices are based on 36 to 44
passengers.

You don’t have to be a PrimeTimer to go on this
trip. All adults are invited. If you are interested,
please let us know ASAP so we can schedule these
events and start collecting deposits.

Are you over 50? If so, PrimeTimers might be just the social
group you have been looking for! Join us each month for a
unique outing! Contacts: Sharon (963-0467 or
sharonshumaker@charter.net) or Renie (963-9631 or
renieh@charter.net).

NEED REFRESHMENT?

JOIN THE LAKESIDE LADIES

Who are the Lakeside Ladies? We are women who
take time out to refresh our spirit on a regular
basis. We gather together in silence, taking time to
decompress; do Lectio Divina; have time for
journaling, walking about, or just sitting quietly;
have some simple refreshments and catch up with



10

each other; meet in small groups; and then gather
for a closing blessing and prayers.

All of this is done in three hours on a Saturday
afternoon at Louise Tajuddin’s home (eight acres at
Lake Rabon). Besides the lake, there is a field, a
trail through the woods, a garden and plenty of
space to spread out to find a place that can speak to
your spirit. This year, we will be meeting once a
season. If you need some time away—but not too
far away—and would like to join us, please let me
know as soon as possible because space is limited to
nine others besides me.

Below you will find the schedule for this year as
well as the last date to sign up. I will keep a short
waiting list in case someone has to back out at the
last minute. | do all communications through email,
so that is the best way to let me know if you are
interested in coming. If you do not have email, you
may call me at 901-2751, and | will get the
information to you. My email address is:
louisetaj@prtcnet.com.

Meeting Dates Last Date to Sign Up
July 17 July 7
October 2 September 24

HoLYy CROss MOM’s GROUP

We will be meeting on the second and fourth
Tuesdays from 9:30 am until 11:30 am in the parish
hall. Please come and join us! All moms and
expecting moms are invited. Children are welcome,
and childcare will be provided (more details to
follow). Contact Lianne Thompson at
Thompson_smp@charter.net or 421-2560 or
Shelley Allen at children@holycrossep.org or 967-
7470 with any questions. Hope to see you there!

!

HOSPITALITY

BARBARA REPHANN
FELLOWSHIP@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

TIME FOR PENTECOST PICNIC

The Pentecost picnic will be on May 23 after the
11:15 service. Please bring a dish to share and wear
red. Paper products and drinks will be provided. If
you wish to help with setting up or cleaning up,
please contact Lois Korn at 676-2197 or
korn.lois@charter.net.

WANTED: PICNIC COORDINATOR
Help! If Holy Cross is to continue its traditional
July 4" picnic, we need a willing volunteer to step
forward. The duties are simple: organize, advertise,
buy supplies, and coordinate setting up and cleaning
up. To make things even easier, Tom Jones is
willing to be the grill master again this year!

So, if you’ve been looking for an opportunity to get
more involved at church, this might be the

perfect avenue, especially since it’s a once-a-year
event. If interested, contact Barbara Rephann at
349-1669 or bcor63@msn.com.

LIVE FROM HOLY CROSS:
IT’s HUBERT’S CAFE!

Save the date!
Saturday, May 15
6:30 pm to 10:00 pm

Hubert’s Café is a dinner show put on by members
of the Holy Cross family. The night includes

fabulous food and lots of laughter. The cost is $20
per person. Tickets are on sale now and going fast!



Hubert’s Café is also looking for pictures of you
from back in the day. Send us your outrageous
pictures from the 1960s, “70s, or ‘80s. We will use
as many of them as we can. You can scan them to
scrapdiva@charter.net or give them to Michelle
Brewer. Please put your name on the back so we
can return them to you.

LA

NEw MEMBERS

DEBBIE KEENE
NEWMEMBERS@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO PLUG IN?
Holy Cross will have a Ministry Fair on Sunday,
May 16 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Stop by the
parish hall for a wealth of information on the
opportunities to serve here at Holy Cross.

HUMANITY OF CHRIST

OUTREACH AND PASTORAL CARE

SARAH SWARTZ
OUTREACH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

MARCIA JONES
PASTORALCARE@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

WHAT IS CARING CONNECTION?
The Caring Connection mission statement says,
“Our mission is to express the love of God through
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caring relationships and through attentive care and
support in times of need.” Our work is growing.

We have expanded our Meals Ministry by dividing
into teams to better coordinate our meal preparation
and delivery. Jill Swinden is coordinating this and is
the person to talk to if you would like to volunteer.

We also have a team to transport some of our
parishioners on a regular basis to church or just at
times to doctors’ appointments or other special
places. Ande Zander is in charge of this team.

We also send cards, make calls both in person and
on the telephone, take flowers, visit at hospice
homes and have many other caring ministries.

If you are interested in giving or receiving any of
these Pastoral Care ministries, contact us at
pastoralcare@holycrossep.org or call the church
office and they will put us in touch with you

DE-CLUTTER YOUR LIFE

The youth yard sale will be on Saturday, May 22
from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Items may be
dropped off to the church during office hours (9:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday) or on
Sunday mornings. For more information or for pick-
up of large items, please contact Kellie at 483-1160
or youth@holycrossep.org.

DEATHS
e Mary Christine Messer, aunt of Audrey
Acker
e Butch Randall, father of Jon Randall and
Christina Dixon
e Lois Summer, grandmother of Shelley Allen
e Sara Bassett
BIRTHS
e Caleb Benjamin Reynolds, son of Andrew
and Jessi Reynolds, grandson of Jerry
Shafetz and Sue Storch-Whitt
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2nd

5th
6th

9th
10th

1 2th
13th

14"

1 5th

1 6th

17"

1 8th

19

Jackson Berry
Brooke McKay
Christina Storch
Tisha Montgomery
Lauren Donahue
Justin Lanford
Elizabeth Vaughn
Savannah Putman
Katie Downey
Amy Giles

Ann Schofield
Amy Wall

Randy Deal

Will Farley

Josh Darrah
Morgan Fields
Bill Batten
Elizabeth Henderson
Kerry Kelley
Chris Aufmuth
Jeffrey Froman
Jared Prince
Tessa Darrah
Elizabeth Lanford
Jerry Pope

Bill Storch
Barbara Crawford
Michael Crawford
Zachary Houtz
Steve Prince

Mike & Susan Hill
Tracy Edmonds
Clay Guerrette
Jessica Lanford
Maureen Prince
Louise Tajuddin
Thomas Wilke
Freddy Wicks

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Fredrick Whitmire, Jr.

21% Al & Carole Kaufmann
Ellie Whitmire
Grace Whitmire
Jim Whitmire

22" Lee & Michelle Brewer
Mike & Deb Flanagan
Jerry & Maureen Harris
James & Kim Whitmire
Ed Pennebaker

23" John & Leslie Donahue
Andy Houtz

24" Josh & Stacy Darrah
Brad Palmer

26" Gabriella Thompson

27" Pauline Palmer

29" Dennis DeFrancesco
Sherry Greenwell
Benjamin Harding
Ben Smith

30"  Cheryl Froman
Rose Postich
Oliver Rephann

31"  Andrew Yolch

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants and they begin another year. Grant
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen
their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully upon these
your servants as they celebrate the anniversary of their
marriages. Grant them your blessing, and assist them with
your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they
may honor and keep their promises and vows; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

If you would like birthday/anniversary to appear here,
contact us at secretary@holycrossep.org or 967-7470.




FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY

Same Kind of Different as Me
by Ron Hall and Denver Moore

Meet Denver, a man raised under plantation-style
slavery in Louisiana in the 1960s; a man who
escaped, hopping a train to wander, homeless, for
eighteen years on the streets of Dallas, Texas. No
longer a slave, Denver's life was still hopeless-until
God moved. First came a godly woman who
prayed, listened, and obeyed. And then came her
husband, Ron, an international arts dealer at home
in a world of Armani-suited millionaires. And then
they all came together.

But slavery takes many forms. Deborah discovers
that she has cancer. In the face of possible death,
she charges her husband to rescue Denver. Who
will be saved, and who will be lost? What is the
future for these unlikely three? What is God doing?

Same Kind of Different As Me is the emotional tale
of their story: a telling of pain and laughter, doubt
and tears, dug out between the bondages of this
earth and the free possibility of heaven. No reader
or listener will ever forget it.

Sequel: What Difference Do It Make? Stories of
Hope and Healing
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“l used to spend a lot a time worryin’ that | was
different from other people, even from other
homeless folks. Then, after | met Miss Debbie and
Mr. Ron, | worried that | was so different from
them that we wadn't ever gon' have no kind a'
future. But | found out everybody's different—the
same kind of different as me. We're all just regular
folks walkin’ down the road God done set in front
of us. The truth about it is, whether we is rich or
poor or somethin’ in between, this earth ain't no
final restin’ place. So in a way, we is all homeless—
just workin’ our way toward home.”

~Denver Moore

Food for the Journey is sponsored by the Daughters of the
King. Send an email to sharonwputman@cs.com if you have a
book that has been a special part of your spiritual journey.
Book information is obtained from Amazon.com.

HOLY CROSS
CONTACT INFORMATION

Please submit at:
www.holycrossep.org/news.html
Bulletin announcements: secretary@holycrossep.org
Parish office (864) 967-7470

Fax (864) 967-0393

Mailing address PO Box 187, Simpsonville, 29681
Holy Cross Academy (864) 963-5986

Pastoral counseling (888) 293-7585

Church website www.holycrossep.org

Items for newsletter:

Diocesan website www.edusc.org
Office secretary@holycrossep.org
Rector rector@holycrossep.org

assistantrector@holycrossep.org
youth@holycrossep.org
children@holycrossep.org
srwarden@holycrossep.org

Assistant rector
Youth ministry
Children’s ministry
Senior warden




