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WADING THE WATERS OF CHANGE

"The ca aecrity to see one season of your life as precursor to another is the
critical factor for healthy change. It does not deny the preciousness of the
previous season. But neither does it claim it as its desth¥ly in the
iOisnttmrer}t,eRSusseII Crabtree

eAsS Pentecost season begins, | cannot help but reflect on our early church

I'n I'ight of Holy Cross6 current c
with the Holy Spirit, stood in the main square in Jerusalem and preached

the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Good News? Peter was very successful.

As Acts tells wus, fand 3000Thever e
bad news? Peter was very successful. He had 3000 new converts that

changed his average Sunday attendance from 120 to 3120 in a single day.

I have to believe that the new members created a lot of stress and anxiety

for the folks who had been following Jesus for three years as a small

family group. In fact, in Acts, chapter 6, we see that controversy has
already ar i sen iomplaihethagainst thetHebewsHe | | e
because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution of

foodo (A c.tSesthe Bwele)gathered the community together and

sai d, Al't i s not right Gadimartlertove s h
wait on tableso (A c .tTleref@re, tRey chose seven others to be set

aside for a specific ministry of service to the community (perhaps an early
version of the Program Council!)

In the midst of the struggle of the early church, Peter and the Twelve were
clear about one thing i their mission. They knew their role. They were
called to proclaim the word of God, to bring people into the ministry of
the faithful, and to baptize, preach, teach, and administer the sacraments.

Continued



Holy Cross finds itself in the center of a town that is
still in a significant growth mode. Additionally,
45% of the people here in town stay at home on ;s ; ;
Sunday morning. As my friend Susan Leonard-Ray © F 0 I erdiing there Is a season, and

says, @ We h auvpeintintineangours p e P UMe {prevery matter under

pl ace on the map.o6 Our tb®&BVEB: §rbwrabeand3ad) a
result, Holy Cross is growing. Our growth has taken
us beyond our old comfort zone and placed us in a
vibrant, Program-size parish. Vibrant, Program-size
parishes are different from vibrant, Transitional-size Mike+
parishes. rector@holycrossep.org

We are now too large to do everything together.
However, we are large enough to have multiple

offerings at any given time. We are too large to REFLECTIONS
know everyone. However, we are large enough that ON FAITH
everyone can find a group that they can be involved

with at an intimate level. AND LIFE

THE REVEREND

And we, like the early Christian church, have to live
LINDA GOSNELL

through the grief of the loss of what was Holy Cross

as we live into what is. I miss those simpler days Comfort those in any ASSISTANT RECTOR
too. It was a special, sacred, precious time for all of trm:eéeomgglmg ﬁ:\lpefort FOR PASTORAL CARE
us. But we cannot cling to those precious memories received from God. ASSISTANTRECTOR

at the cost of refusing to accept the reality of who @HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

we are now as a Body of Christ. We are the
Episcopal Church in Simpsonville. We offer a

ministry of healing and hope and liturgy and PRACTICING THE FAITH: LISTENING
sacrament. People are coming to us because they AS SPIRITUAL HOSPITALITY

need God and they are finding God here, among us. Sometime ago | cut a B.C. comic strip from the

We are called by God to minister to them, to make daily paper. The first two frames show an ant lying

space for them, to find ministries for them to on hisback onastonesaying, fAWhatds so
participate in. We are called to love them, even if it aboutme?..Nobody even knows |
means lettingt hem sit in fimyo pewmpletely insignificant

shows Dr. Peter, Head Shrinker, who is sitting on an
We have indeed begun a n adjgcensstone with bispak tothe anp spepking to

corporate life. This new season does not negate the a passing person saying,
goodness of the season that has past, it confirms it The ant has come to a place where he expects to be

as a wonderful #fAprecur s o heyd aplacewhprgheisvyildngto wlaeebdecard | n
which we find ourselves. For some of us, this new where he hopes to be treated as someone worthy of

place feels a bit unfamiliar and uncomfortable, but recognition. Unfortunately, though the doctor is in,

for all of us, it is a place for personal growth and he is not present.

healthy change. May we be faithful in this new

season, that Godés i | | 1sBaredhdsstiép wishghoseweno afjeaded ey nastf r |
Visible to a hurting world? recent Lay Pastoral Care Training class because it

speaks of our deepest longings, and because it
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points to the necessity for us to see listening as a
discipline of spiritual hospitality.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his book on Christian
fellowship, Life Together wr i t es,
that one owes to others in the fellowship of caring
consists of listening to them. Just as love to God
begins with | isttaming t
beginning of love for people is learning to listen to

iThe

(0]

t hem. |t i's Godds | ove o
Gododés word but also | end
Godbdbs work that we do fo
when we | earn to | isten

often think that they must always contribute
something when they are in the company of others,
that this is the one service they have to render. They
forget that listening can be a greater service than
speaking. o

Did you notice that Bonhoeffer said twice in this
short paragraph that we must learn to listen?
Endowed with a sense of hearing or the ability to
read lips, we think we are naturally equipped to be
listeners. And that is not the case. Frequently when
we think we are listening, what we are really doing
is formulating a response or looking for an
opportunity to break in with our own comments.
Other difficulties in listening are hearing the words
but not the intent or the emotions that accompany
them, thinking one must offer a solution rather than
just an opportunity for the other to verbally process
hi s/ her thoughts, and f
language. We really do need to learn to listen
consciously, and doing so requires self-awareness
and some inner peace, a desire and an intentionality
of being present to the other, patience, a spirit of
non-judgmentalism, and practice.

a

The failure of Godos
and to one another, is an old and continuing failing.
The prophet Jeremiah (7:13) reports God saying to
the people, fAéwhen |
you did not listen, and when | called you, you did
not answeré. o And the
Matthew (13:13) records Jesus saying to the

di scipl es, AnThe r ealssesn |

peo

spo

Go

that 'seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they

do not | i st en, nor do th

Henr i Nouwen has said, A
bedauserit asks of sissa muah imterior stability that

we no longer need to prove ourselves by speeches,
arguments, statements, or declarations. True

listénersind lengewhave ah innerseed to make their
presence known. They are free to receive, to
WwelbsombattooacoepyégLves
gttentios to dgherdaidd svelcenaing themBwour t i s
very beings. THe beautly of Bsteninguisititht, tlsose s t e r
twhm ard listeeerhto sta fleeting acdepited stagt € s 0
taking their words more seriously and discovering

their own true selves. Listening is a form of spiritual
hospitality by which you invite strangers to become
friends, to get to know their inner selves more fully,

and even to dare to be s
The ant in the B.C. cart
Shrinkerd hoping to be h

someone worthy of recognition. Dr. Peter fails him.

We all come to Holy Cross, vulnerable and seeking
acceptance, affirmation, and the presence of Christ.

Holy Cross is known for our hospitality, for our

welcome, our warmth, our caring, our love, our
sharing Gododés abundant |
continue to be a place of grace whereCh r i st 6 s
of love is received and shared. We believe everyone

is important. We desire to be a place where all will
hear Godds word spoken a
livedwut. &he praoticedfl spirisual leospialitytisan b o d
important part of who we are and who we are

becoming.

My prayer is that each of you will find this a place

of being heard and of listening, of being
acknowledged as a worthy child of God and of
pcknewledgiog others,oftbeing lovedara of hoving. o
Practice listeningi | i st eni m\wpicef or
listening to others. Your life and theirs will be

G
Go |

knache.o you persistently,
Linda+

spel according to

speak to them in parab



YOUTH AND CHILDRENO S
MINISTRIES

KELLIE WILSON
YOUTH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

SHELLEY ALLEN
CHILDREN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

YOUTH MINISTRY TO REVAMP
Ecclesiastes3 : 1 st at es,
everything, and a season for every activity under
heaven. o | would have
youth ministry programs as well. Over the last 5+
years, Holy Cross has been blessed with a growing
and active youth ministry. As many of you heard at
the annual meeting, there are now 70 youth who are
members of our church, attend our church or attend
youth activities. The influx of youth has brought us
new challenges and opportunities.

Over the last five years, our youth ministry
approach has been to offer a wide range of activities
that might interest all of the youth. Throughout this
year, though, it became obvious that this approach
was no longer working. On Wednesday nights,
there has been increasing tension and conflict
among the youth mainly due to the fact that many of
the youth are in different places spiritually. Some
youth come to youth group to connect with other
youth. They just want some time to hang out with
their friends. At the most, they want to participate in
a 5-10 minute spiritual discussion, but that is about
their limit. Some youth come to youth group
because they have a ton of questions about their
faith. They want someone to sit down with them
and help them find answers and they want to talk
about their faith. Others come because they want to

AfnTher e

participate in a Bible study and have time to
worship. They want to find out about the
background and historical context of certain texts.
They want to better understand the Bible. They
want time to pray and to listen. All of these needs
are real needs and acceptable needs. None of these
needs are better than another. However, when you
try to meet all of them in one program, you will fail
for obvious reasons. There is no way to balance a
youth who wants quiet and serious discussion with
one who wants with talk to his/her friends.

For this reason, the youth ministry at Holy Cross
will take this summer to revamp. This means that
you will probably see fewer youth activities
scheduled over the summer. We are going to be
working on planning programs for the specific
needs of the youth so that we can launch them at the
beginning of the school year. This means that the
yosth peograin iin Septembe® niay look very
different than the programs you see now. It may

t 0 merathat thérdar two dr thrée 8iffelers offérifigsl €

for youth on a Wednesday night or Sunday
morning. It may mean that youth who want a Bible
study come to church on a Monday night instead of
a Wednesday night. It will mean more small group
activities vs. large group activities. It also means
that we need a lot more leaders and chaperones. We
need planners, organizers as well as adults
interested in going on service projects, leading
Bible studies, playing games, etc. We need at least
18 more adult volunteers to make these changes
happen. Please prayerfully consider if God might be
calling to use your gifts in this ministry.

We are truly in a unique position at this time. With
70 youth on our rolls, we are the size of a family
church. However, this family church is unique in

that it needs adult leaders. By Diocesan policy, we
need to have 1 adult present for every 5 youth in
attendance (with a minimum of 2 adults present if

less than 5 youth are in attendance.) Youth also
need adult leaders to plan activities for them,
though we will have some youth that will help with
some of the planning. Please join me in prayer as
we prepare to take youth ministry at Holy Cross to


mailto:youth@holycrossep.org
mailto:children@holycrossep.org

the next level. If successful, this structure can help
us meet the needs of even a large Program-sized
church.

Peace,
Kellie Wilson
Youth Minister

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

WORSHIP, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION,
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

RECTOR |1 FATHER MICHAEL FLANAGAN
RECTOR@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH CHRISTIAN FORMATION i
KELLIE WILSON
YOUTH@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

Director of Childrends Chiiistia
A~ SHELLEY ALLEN
OUR LORDOGS RESOURCES CHILDREN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG
SENIOR WARDEN i MARK MCGRAIL
SRWARDEN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG VESTRY REPRESENTATIVE i HEATHER DEVINE

CHRISTIANEDUCATION@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

JUNIOR WARDEN I FRED WHITMIRE
JRWARDEN@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

STEWARDSHIP | JEFF FROMAN VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
STEWARDSHIP@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

VBS will be July 11th ¢ 15th from
5:30 ¢ 8:20pm and we will be going

BUILDING COMMITTEE i DRAYTON GAILLARD
WHDGAILLARD@CHARTER.NET

r N . on a High Seas Expedition! We will -
When | was a young man, | wanted . begin with dinner at 5:30 and begin
to change the world. | found it was = our expedition at 6pm in the Parish :
difficult to change the world, so | : Hall .
tried to change my nation. When | : '
foundICouldn'tchangethenation'| ..............................................
began to focus on my town. I A The VBS Supply List is
couldn't change the town and as an the Parish Hall. Look it over and see what you
older man, | tried to change my might be able to donate. _
family. A There is also a sign u

week (leaders, assistants, help with food, crafts,
games, etc.) Go ahead and mark your calendars and
invite your friends and neighbors. Start looking
around the house for old ropes, lanterns, and shells
that we can decorate the set with.

Now, as an old man, | realize the only
thing | can change is myself, and
suddenly | realize that if long ago |
had changed myself, | could have

made an impact on my family. My A Registration sheet on
family and I could have made an in the hallway outside of the Christian Formation
impact on ourtow n. Their impact rooms.

could have changed the nation and | A I'f you have questions
could indeed have changed the (children@holycrossep.org or 967-7470).

world. ~Author Unknown

. /
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MISSION TRIP

Mission Trip Participants i All youth and adults
participating in the mission trip to Knoxville should
be at the church with their luggage on Sunday, June
27th at 11:00 am. All participants will attend the
11:15 service where they will be commissioned.
Immediately after the service, we will load up the
buses and depart. Please remember to have any
missing forms returned to Kellie by Sunday, June 6.
For more information, contact Kellie at 967-7470 or
youth@holycrossep.org.

DISCOVERY

COMMUNICATIONS, EVANGELISM
AND GROUP MINISTRIES

JERRY SCHAFETZ
COMMUNICATIONS@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

GAIL ENGLERT
SMALLGROUPS@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

WHAT IS EVANGELISM?

Recently | received the following in an email. | am
not a fan of forwarding emails to others, however |
do enjoy receiving the good ones. This one was
worthy of repeating in this forum.

They walked in tandem, each of the nirtety
students filing into the already crowded auditorium.
With their rich maroon gowns flowing and the
traditional caps, they looked almaas$ grown up as
they felt. Dads swallowed hard behind broad
smiles, and Moms freely brushed away tears.

This class would NOT pray during the
commencements, not by choice, but because of a
recent court ruling prohibiting it. The principal and
several studes were careful to stay within the
guidelines allowed by the ruling. They gave
inspirational and challenging speeches, but no one
mentioned divine guidance and no one asked for
blessings on the graduates or their families.

The speeches were nice, but theye

routine until the final speech received a standing
ovation. A solitary student walked proudly to the
microphone. He stood still and silent for just a
moment, and then, it happened. All 92 students,
every single one of them, suddenly SNEEZED !!!!

The student on stage simply looked at the audience
and said, 'GOD BLESS YOU'
And he walked off the stage...

The audience exploded into applause. This
graduating class had found a unique way to invoke
God's blessing on their future with or without the
court's approval.

What do you do, every day, to invoke God's
blessing without anybody's approval? It can be as
simple as bowing your head to pray over your food
in a room full of strangers. Maybe it is saying "God
Bless You", instead of just "bless you" when
someone sneezes. You are being watched by others
every day by those around you. What will they see?
What will you see when you look back at the video?
Make God the center of your life, everyday, and
others will be drawn to you.

That is my definition of Evangelism. Think about
what your definition is.
~Jerry Schafetz, schafetz@charter.net

QUIET DAY

Mark your calendar now for the next Holy Cross
Quiet Day, June 26, 2010. Louise Tajuddin will be
the retreat leader for the day and the theme is
ASensheagPresence of Godo.
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and will be held at Holy

Cross. The fee for the day is $20.00 and will include
lunch. To register or for more information, please

contact Louise Tajuddin at louisetaj@prtcnet.com

or call at 864-901-2751. Checks should be made out

to Holy Cross with AJune
memo line. Scholarships are available and those

desiring help with the fee should contact Mother

Linda.
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Pri meTi mMEVENTS

ROPER MOUNTAIN OUTING

The Primetimers will be going to 2nd Saturday at
Roper Mountain on June 12 for Sizzlin' Summer.
The Center is open 9:00-1:00 and senior admission
is $4.00. We'll see the Living History Farm,
Harrison Hall of Natural Sciences, Symmes Hall of
Science, Planetarium and Observatory.

Let's meet at 9:00 at the Living History Farm.
Parking is inside the gate and buses will pick up
visitors and drop them off at the different locations.

A sign-up sheet is posted on our bulletin board.
Please indicate if you want to carpool. Questions:
Renie (renieh@charter.net 963-9631) or Sharon
(sharonshumaker@charter.net 963-0467).

TRIP TO CHEROKEE
Join us for Unto These Hill®&n June 25 & 26 in
Cherokee, NC. The play starts at 7:30 pm, so this
will be an overnighter. Individual tickets

are $35, but if we have a group of 15
or more, tickets will be $18. There
are many nearby motels that

offer shuttle service to the

play.  Wedondot know
much the motels are and

there would be food

expense, too.). Check out

Unto These Hills website.

WASHINGTON TRIP

We will be going to Washington, DC, on a bus trip
from September 17 through 20. During this four-
day, three-night trip, we will see Arlington
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Air Force
Memorial, and the National Archives. We will also
have a guided tour of the illuminated monuments
and memorials, Kennedy Center, the World War 11
and Vietnam Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the
Korean War Memorial, the Smithsonian, and the
Stephen F. Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum.

The trip includes three nights of lodging, three
breakfasts, three dinners, luggage handling, a
souvenir, all taxes and meal gratuities, bus
transportationd for only $365 per person based on
double, triple and quad occupancy. A single room is
$199 extra. Tipping of the bus driver and tour guide
is extra. These prices are based on 36 to 44
passengers.

You don’t hav emerttagodn éhis a
trip. All adults are invited. If you are interested,
please let us know ASAP so we can schedule these
events and start collecting deposits.

Are you over 50? If so, PrimeTimers might be just the social
group you have been looking for! Join us each month for a
unique outing! Contacts: Sharon (963-0467 or
sharonshumaker@charter.net) or Renie (963-9631 or
renieh@charter.net).

Q=-

HoLY CROSS SHARP SHOOTERS

The Holy Cross Sharp Shooter photography group
had its first meeting Tuesday, May18, in the
Reception Hall. Members hope to improve their
photographic skills while growing in the fellowship
of others with the same interest and passion. For
more information, contact Randy Cockrill at
rcockrill@charter.net

Holy Cross Momods
We will be meeting on the second and fourth
Tuesdays from 9:30 am until 11:30 am in the parish
hall. Please come and join us! All moms and
expecting moms are invited. Children are welcome,
and childcare will be provided (more details to
follow). Contact Lianne Thompson at
Thompson_smp@charter.net or 421-2560 or
Shelley Allen at children@holycrossep.org or 967-
7470 with any questions. Hope to see you there!

P

Gr ou
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HOSPITALITY

BARBARA REPHANN
FELLOWSHIP@HOLYCROSSEP.ORG

4™ oF JUuLY PICNIC
The annual July 4th picnic is a go thanks to Tanya
Curry, who has agreed to coordinate the event.

Again this year, Tom Jones has volunteered to grill
burgers & hot dogs; condiments, rolls, paper
products & drinks will be provided by the church.

The fun will start at 6pm in the Pavilion, allowing
plenty of time for carpooling to Heritage Park for
the fire works.

So, save the date on your calendar & start thinking
about what side dish or dessert you'd like to share.
Please watch the June 16, 23 & 30 E-Blasts for
details regarding the sign-up sheet.

Hope to see you there!

Questions? Contact Barbara Rephann at 349-1669
or bcor63@msn.com

TELEPHONE FRIENDS:

A NEwW MINISTRY

A telephone system is being established to stay in
touch with people who live alone, have little contact
with the outside world and would appreciate a call
from one of us to check on them and share a little
conversation. If you know of someone who is in
need of this ministry (including yourself) or would
be willing to be one of the callers, please let Ande
Zander know either by phone at 962-8318 or
emailat ezander@verizon.net.

WOMEN TO WOMEN

AFGHANS 4 TOMORROW

The Women To Women Spring Tea hosted by
Kerry Kelly was a success. Pat Blackwood &
Norma Perry presented information relating to
Afghans 4 Tomorrow. $380 dollars was raised to go
to this charity.

ANNUAL CoO-ED COOKOUT

The next event coming up will be our Annual Co-ed
(both men & women welcome) cookout, Friday,
July 16th i 6:30PM i 9 PM. We will be raising
money for the Vivanco Scholarship Fund. Chip
Smith will be there to explain the program.
Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided. Child
care will be available to those that need it. A sign-
up sheet will be available after June 19 to bring a
side dish, condiments, etc our tri-fold in the
Reception room. This event is BYOB; we will
provide lemonade and tea. Entertainment will be
provided for us by Lucy Allen and Marshall Goers.
This will be a great event to learn more about one of
our programs and enjoy food, fellowship & great
entertainment. Please bring a donation of what you
might spend out on a meal and for a love offering
for our entertainment.

BAKE AND BOOK SALE

Also, mark your calendars for our Bake & Book
Sale on August 15th. We will need donations of
baked goods and books. There will be a basket
available to drop off your book donations. You can
bring your baked goods to church with you on the
day or the sale.

If you would like to receive Women to Women
updates via email, contact Cathy Holford at
pixiewildflower@gmail.com
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CARING CONNECTION

Caring Connection has openings for callers, visitors,
drivers, and chefs. We will be meeting on June 6™
at 12:30. If you want to be a part of this caring,
giving group, please join us. We will be enjoying a
light lunch in the reception room.

Questions? Contact Marcia Jones at
the4jones@gmail.com

DEATHS:
Sarah Bassett

Gordon Belcher, father of Cindy
Freeman;
Seth Dylan Jones, step son of Daveg
Vinjamuri

BIRTHS:
Eli Jason Barton, son of Jason &
Jennifer Barton

\
BAPTISM:
Caleb Benjamin Reynolds, son of
o\ CONGRATULATIONS, Andrew & Jessi Reynolds, grandson @
(- Jerry & Sue
A GRADUATES!

EMILY R. KEOWN
Emily, the daughter of Dale and Pam Keown, AMANDA PALMER /
graduated on May 7, 2010, from the University of Amanda Palmer, daughter of @ )

South Carolina with a degree in broadcast Brad and Pauline Palmer,

journalism. She plans to find a job as a reporter at a graduated from the South )
TV station or network. Carolina Governoro6s scho
Humanities on May 28, 2010. She will be an
ASHLEY ROGERS undecided major at Oberlin College, with a possible
Ashley, the daughter of Jack and Dedra Rogers, is double major in History and Art History. Her
graduating June 2, 2010, from Mauldin High honors include being an AP Scholar with Honor, an
School. As hl eyd6s honors i ncl u@terlinfcadericSeholarshipyRegipignt, anghag
Top 20 of her class, having a 4.0 or higher GPA, member of National Honor Society and CATS.
and being a Palmetto Fellows Scholar. She is also
a member of Beta Club, National Honors Society, DANI GAILLARD _ _ _
and Spanish National Honors Society. Dani, d:_iughter of Drayton and Linda Gailllard, is
She plans to attend Furman University and major in graduating from the International Baccaleurate
Economics. While at Furman, Ashley hopes to be Program of Woodmont High School with honors on
involved in the Furman Singers Choir and drama June 2, 2010. Dani is a member of the Beta Club
department. and Captain of the Varsity Soccer Team. She was

also honored for havihng perfect attendance from
ABBY GOODIS kindergarten thru 12" grade. She is attending

Abby, daughter of Kim Goodis is graduating from Clemso_n University in the fall to major in computer
Mauldin High School on June 2, 2010. She plans to engrnheeritng. She hopes t
continue her education at Greenville Technical

College and later transfer to USC to be a Radiology

Technician.
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I1st  Emily Gaillard
Trisha Thackston-Ganner
Lisa Wicks

3rd  William Barrow
Christopher Moon
Candace Rogers

4th Brown & Pam Garrett
Tyler Jones

5th Gretchen Murdock

6th  Riley Allen
Dee Roberts

7" Jason Barton

Jim Cowburn

Colton Harouff
8th  Ray & Kathy Monahan
9th Jack & BethAnn Tavernier

10th  Shelly Jackson
David Rhodes

11th Michael Tavernetti

14th  Lucy Allen
Nina Clarkson

16th  Alan Harding
17th Karen Conner
18th Ella Rose Postich

20th  Rick & Carolyn Muller
Drew Pauley

21st  Jimmy Dixon
Glenda Edmonds
Kristen Humphrey

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Michael Rief
Rob Wareing

22nd Bill & Jennifer Storch
Jamie Donahue
The Rev. Linda Gosnell

24th  Caroline Moore
Lisa Torres

25th  Kathy Retherford
Helen Wicks

26th  Dick & Renie Humphrey
Mickey Evans
Alyssa Houtz

27th  Danielle Tavernier
28th  Dorothy Brandon
Charles Evans, Il
Nic Flanagan
Fredrick Whitmire, Sr.

29th  Eric & Sharon Putman

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we
pray, on your servants and they begin another year.
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully upon
these your servants as they celebrate the anniversary of
their marriages. Grant them your blessing, and assist
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and
steadfast love they may honor and keep their promises
and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

If you would like birthday/anniversary to appear here,
contact us at secretary@holycrossep.org or 967-7470.
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FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY

O Me of Little Faith: True Confessions of a
Spiritual Weaklingby Jason Boyett

O Me of Little Faithis a brutally honest, frequently
hilarious look at the struggles of a self-confessed
spiritual weakling. Jason Boyett invites you to ask
the hard questions and remain hopeful as he
examines how you doubt, why you doubt, and what
(if anything) should be done about it.

In O Me of Little Faith author Jason Boyett brings
you a transparent and personal account of his own
of struggles with doubts and unbelief in living out
his faith. With humor and frankness, Boyett uses
personal anecdotes and a fresh look at Scripture to
explore the realities of pursuing Christ through a
field of doubt. After three decades of knowing God,
understanding Christianity, and living a Christian
life, Boyett has come to the place where he can
voice the tough questions and travel the road of
uncertainty with blinders off, candor on. The
message along the way is one of encouragement:
Relax. Rely on the grace of a merciful God, a kind
father who realizes that his finite creatures must
have doubts, should have questions, and will have
trouble making sense of an infinite Creator.

Ultimately, Boyett concludes that doubt and faith
are not polar opposites, but actually work together,
existing side-by-side. Uplifting, entertaining,
hopeful, O Me of Little Faithwill strike a chord
with you and any Christian who's dealing with the
uncertainties of living life in pursuit of a God who
occasionally seems to disappear.

Food for the Journey is sponsored by the Daughters of the
King. Send an email to sharonwputman@cs.com if you have a
book that has been a special part of your spiritual journey.
Book information is obtained from Amazon.com.

Doubt.

Now that 1td0s out
strip off my happy Christian

mask, climb down from whatever
pede st lalstedmyseleup on,
and be who | really am: a committed
follower of Jesus who occasionally
finds himself wondering if maybe,
just maybe, weoOve
thing up.

~from O Me of Little Faith,
by Jason Boyett
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