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An Oasis in the "Desert"  

 

As 21st century Christians living in modern America, we have little 

contact with deserts and oases. The closest thing to an oasis for us is likely 

to be the local Starbucks or a fast food restaurant. But our spiritual history 

includes the need for an oasis from time to time.  

 

The people of Israel knew the importance of the oasis in the desert. It was 

a place of life. If they wandered long enough without finding an oasis, the 

people and their livestock would die. Moses (Exodus 16) led the people of 

Israel through the desert by taking them from oasis to oasis. They were 

easy to spot. An oasis was the only place in the desert where one would 

find trees.  

 

Margaret Silf, in her book Sacred Spaces talks about these places of life in 

the desert. She asks us to reflect on our lives and look at our desert 

moments. Who, what, or where have been our oases in the desert moments 

of our lives? 

 

In my reflection I include a place and a people known collectively as Holy 

Cross. And I am convinced that this experience is not unique to me. I 

suspect that Holy Cross has been an oasis for many others in their desert 

journey. Not only are we a place of respite, we are a people of respite. The 

"oasis" nature of Holy Cross; its ability to be a place of life in a desert 

world, is due to the kindness and love of our people. As I think of our 

oasis, many faces come to mind. These are the faces who have brought me 

life in my desert moments.  

 

I invite you to reflect on your journey with this community. When has 

Holy Cross been an oasis for your life? When have you been used by God 

to be an oasis for another? Some of you have reached out to desert 

travelers and invited them into our oasis community, and they have found 

life here as well.        
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan  

 from  Luke 10:30 -37  (New International Version)     

30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 

went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be 

going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 
passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other si de. 
33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 

was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went 

to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 

Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver 

coins ] and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he 

said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 

expense you may have.'  

 36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into  the hands of robbers?"  

 37 The expert in the law replied, "The on e who had mercy on 
him."  

    Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  

 

No matter how large we grow, Holy Cross is always called to be an oasis 

in the deserts of our lives. The ways in which we provide "shade" and "water" may change to accommodate our 

size, but the central purpose to be a place of spiritual life and renewal will always be our ministry.  

 

May God bless us as we follow the call to be a place of refreshment and hope in the midst of a desert world.  

 

Mike+ 

rector@holycrossep.org 
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Giving and  Receiving  

Due to Mother Lindaôs illness, Holy Cross member 

Kristen Pitts submitted the following article.  

 

When people volunteer at a soup kitchen or 

similar project, they expect to give 

something to others, to help someone who 

is ñless fortunate,ò as we say. But Iôm sure 

weôve all heard someone say that they got a 

lot out of such experiences themselves. It is often hard to define what we receive by handing out plates of food 

or hammering nails in a Habitat houseðjoy? gratification? compassion? perspective?ðbut it is definitely 

something, or we would not continue in these efforts. 

 

The relationship between giver and recipient is a symbiotic one: both parties benefit, and neither can exist 

without the other. And while we might be accustomed to thinking that when we give generously we are also 

receiving, we donôt often recognize that when we receive graciously, we are also giving. 

 

Consider the story of the good Samaritan, probably the most well-known of Jesusôs parables. We talk a great 

deal about the Samaritan, and there are many lessons in his part of the story, but perhaps we should consider 

that there are lessons to be learned from the injured man as well. As Mother Linda, who as you know has been 

flat on her back and requiring a great deal of help, commented, ñIôd never thought about that story from the 

injured manôs perspective until now.ò Neither had I. 

    

 

continued 
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The injured man is quite literally as low as a person can get. He is in immense physical pain, he has been robbed  

of all his possessions, and he has been left naked and half-dead by the side of the road. When the two religious 

officials pass him by, avoiding him as though his shame were contagious, whatever hope he might have had is 

extinguished and his humiliation is complete.         

      

We donôt know what this man is thinking when the Samaritan approaches him. I imagine he is apprehensive, 

thinking he is quite literally about to be kicked while he is down. Most likely he is surprised beyond measure 

when the Samaritan offers him compassion instead. He then has a choice to make: he can risk further 

humiliation by allowing the Samaritan to care for him, or he can choose to cling to the scrap of ego he has 

remaining and deny the Samaritanôs offer of help. 

 

This man is completely destitute; surely in his mind (and ours) he has nothing to give. But by choosing to 

receive the Samaritanôs help, he is giving the Samaritan the possibility to be transformed by this encounter. And 

of course he opens his own heart to the possibility of 

transformation as well. 

                    

We donôt know what happens to the injured man after he is left at 

the inn, but I cannot believe that he is the same after this 

experience. It is not hard to imagine that his view of Samaritans 

was altered, and thus he began to treat them as neighbors rather 

than as inferiors. But I suspect that he was transformed in other, 

more subtle ways as well, because when our hearts are opened by 

giving or receiving, when our deepest selves are momentarily 

unguarded and our foundations shaken, the Spirit often changes us 

in unimaginable ways. 

 

God calls us to be the Samaritan to hurting people many times in 

our lives, to reach out to someone in need and make the stranger 

our neighbor. Indeed, it is easy to identify with that role in the 

story, because it is a position that is familiar to most of us. But 

there are also times when we are called to receive the compassion 

of others with an open heart. There are times when we are stripped 

and wounded, abandoned and hopeless. Sometimes, as in the parable, our only help comes from an unexpected 

source. God calls us to openness in these times, because we are transformed just as much by receiving as by 

giving. 
 

It is not always easy to graciously accept the love and compassion of others, even when we are grateful for it. It 

puts us in a position of humility, and most of us find that uncomfortable. We are forced to acknowledge that we 

cannot always meet our own needs, and that we are not meant to. We find ourselves enmeshed with the world 

around us when we had imagined ourselves to be quite independent. Yet these experiences are critical to our 

growth. When we accept acts of compassion our perspective changes, leaving us a little more open than before, 

and from that openness we are enabled to live with greater compassion ourselves. 

 

Kristen Pitts   

kristenpitts@gmail.com 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION  

Worship, Christian Education,  

Children and Youth  

 

Rector ï Father Michael Flanagan  

rector@holycrossep.org  

 

Director of Youth Christian Forma tion ï      

Kellie Wilson  

Youth @holycrossep.org  

 

Director of Childrenôs Christian Formation ï 

Shelley Allen  

children@holycrossep.org  

 

Vestry Rep resentative  ï Heather Devine  

christianeducation@holycrossep.org  

 

VBS Comes to a Close  

We are just 2 weeks removed from our High Seas 

Expedition. How wonderful it was! It was also 

crazy and chaotic, but much fun was had by all. We 

learned that Godôs Word is true, Godôs Word is 

comforting, Godôs Word is surprising, Godôs Word 

is life-changing, and that Godôs Word is for 

everyone. We sang songs, made crafts and snacks, 

watched Chadder in the Cinema, played games, and 

ate dinner together.  

 

We served dinner to over 100 almost every night 

and we had over 80 kids come on our expedition. 

All of this would not have been possible without 

help from everyone here at Holy Cross. I would list 

everyoneôs name, but I would inevitably leave 

someone out. On behalf of the VBS planning team, 

thank you to everyone for making this ministry 

possible!  

 

If you were kind enough to donate items for VBS 

and would like them back, stop by one of the 

Christian Formation rooms to pick it up. If you are 

unable to find your item, please see me on Sunday.  

 

Shelley Allen, Associate in Ministry 

children@holycrossep.org 

 

Children ôs Minist ry 

Announcements      

A Water Day by t he Creek  at Teresa Nobleõs 

will be Sunday, August 29th from 2 -5pm for 2nd -

5th graders. Please be sure to wear water shoes 

or water sandals ; crocs or flip flops donõt work 

well in the creek. Also, bring a snack to share 

with everyone. Parents and siblings a re welcome 

to come along and play. I will need a few 

parents to be with us during this time to make 

sure we have enough eyes to watch the kids in 

the creek. If you are able to stay, please contact 

Shelley.  

The VBS set needs a home!!!   

The VBS set is now residing in our Christian 

Formation rooms. The set needs to be moved so 

that the rooms can be used when Childrenõs 

Christian Formation starts back up September 

19th. If you have a space in your home or shed 

that could house the VBS set, please contact 

Shelley .  

Share your gifts!  
If you are interested in serving as a lead teacher 

or assistant with Childrenõs Christian Formation 

this year or if you have any questions, please  

contact  Shelley. The schedule for the fall (Sept. -

Dec.) will be done in August.  

Nursery Worke rs Needed  
A few good workers are needed for the nursery 

on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings. 

If you are 16 years or older and are interested or 

know anyone who is interested in working in the 

nursery please e -mail or call Shelley . (You will 

need to be  First Aid and CPR certified and 

complete SAFE Church T raining. )The pay is $9 an 

hour.  

Dates to remember!  

-Christian Formation and Holy Cross Academy 

Teacher  Commissioning September 19th at 9am.  

-Childrenõs Christian Formation will begin 

September 19th!  

If you have any questions  about any of the 

previous announcements, feel free to contact 

Shelley by phone  or e -mail (967 -7470 or 

children@holycrossep.org).  

mailto:rector@holycrossep.org
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