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The time in these monastic settings will give me an 
opportunity to renew my spirit, read, rest, and 
worship with someone else in charge. Also, the 
settings will allow me to explore our Anglican and 
Celtic roots. My hope is to have a presentation for 
the parish at the conclusion of my sabbatical that 
will offer a pictorial history of our church.  
 
The last two weeks will be spent with Deb traveling 
to many of the significant sites of Anglican history 
and visiting the “home country”. It is my desire to 
see some of those places where England and Ireland 
were Christianized by the early monks and where 
Roman and Celtic Christianity had their “final 
showdown.” 
 
I hope to return to Holy Cross renewed in mind, 
body and spirit and ready to continue our work 
together as we Make Christ Visible in His 
Community. Mother Linda has arranged for you to 
hear from some interesting preachers such as the 
Rev. Deacon d’Rue Hazel and Kellie Wilson, our 
director of youth. It is my hope also that I return to 
find each of you renewed as well after your 
sabbatical from me. ☺ May God bless us all as we 
prepare for this time of renewal. 

Mike+ 
rector@holycrossep.org 

 
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and 
get some rest.”      ~ Mark 6:31 
 
“Inside myself is a place where I live all alone and 
that is where I renew my springs that never dry 
up.”           ~Pearl S. Buck 
 
“Communing with God is communing with our own 
hearts, our own best selves, not with something 
foreign and accidental. Saints and devotees have 
gone into the wilderness to find God. Of course, 
they took God with them, and the silence and 
detachment enabled them to hear the still, small 
voice of their own souls, as one hears the ticking of 
his own watch in the stillness of the night.”   
                ~John Burroughs 

 

Reflections  
on Faith  
and Life 

 
The Reverend  
Linda Gosnell 

 
Assistant Rector  

for Pastoral Care 
 

assistantrector 
@holycrossep.org 

 

Practicing the Faith:  
Singing 0ur Alleluias 
In Lent, we do not sing or say “alleluia,” and in 
some places, to commemorate the beginning of 
Lent, the children bury a box filled with pieces of 
paper on which are written the word “alleluia.” 
Then on Easter, the box is opened and the alleluias 
are released. It is always with much joy on my part 
that “alleluia” is resurrected at the Easter Vigil and 
Easter Sunday services.  
 
Alleluia (from the Greek) and Hallelujah (from the 
Hebrew) are interpreted “Praise the Lord.” In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, the word is most often found in 
the Psalms—songs of the Hebrew people. And in 
our Easter services, we too will sing our alleluias as 
signs of Christ’s resurrection and our own 
participation in Christ’s resurrection through our 
baptisms. 
 
For as Paul wrote in his epistle to the Romans. “All 
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death. We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 
6:3b-4) This “newness of life”—Christ’s and ours—
is reason to burst into a never-ending chorus of 
alleluias! 
 
Joan Chittister and Archbishop Rowan Williams 
have written a new book, which I look forward to 
reading, entitled, Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for 



 3

All That Is. (See Food for the Journey for more 
details.) In the introduction, Joan has written the 
following: 
 
“Someplace along the way, in the early years of my 
growing up, I heard someone explain that people 
who went to heaven would sit at the throne of God 
and sing ‘Alleluia’ all day long. ‘Oh, no,’ I groaned 
inwardly. At that moment, heaven, however 
important it remained in my young mind, lost some 
of its immediacy, if not some of its luster. 
 
“Then, I grew up and realized the import of what it 
might really mean to be able to sing alleluia all day 
long, every day of your life. The very thought of it 
spun my world in an audacious new direction. What 
if life itself was meant to be one long alleluia 
moment? Here, indeed, resided the real meaning, 
the real hope, of life. But was it possible? 
 
“Years passed, however, before Archbishop Rowan 
Williams and I found ourselves agreeing to write a 
book together. … I asked him directly, ‘What really 
interests you most about the spiritual life?’ He 
paused a moment. ‘I find myself coming back again 
and again,’ he said, ‘to the meaning of “alleluia.”’ 
“But alleluia is not a substitute for reality. It is 
simply the awareness of another whole kind of 
reality — beyond the immediate, beyond the 
delusional, beyond the instant perception of things. 
 
“One of the oldest anthems of the church, alleluia 
means simply ‘All hail to the One who is.’ It is the 
arch hymn of praise, the ultimate expression of 
thanksgiving, the pinnacle of triumph, the acme of 
human joy. It says that God is food—and we know 
it. 
 
“In the Hebrew Scriptures, the word is an injunction 
to praise, a call to the people to summon up praise 
in themselves. It is a challenge to see in life more 
than is seeable in any single moment and to trust it. 
In the Christian Scriptures, it is a formula of 
praise…. In the most ancient part of the Christian 
tradition, then, it calls us to see all of life as life-
giving, somehow, in some way, whether its present 

gifting is apparent or not. 
“This book sees alleluia as a call to reflection, as the 
basis of contemplation, the final ‘Amen’ to all that 
is, at whatever its cost to us now. It is an alleluia 
view of every present moment, a view that 
welcomes its complexity and subjects it to the more 
lasting view, the long view, of life.” 
 
As we lift our voices in Alleluias in worship at the 
Easter Vigil, on Easter Sunday, and throughout 
Easter season, let your hearts sing with joy and 
gratitude and praise, for the Lord has done and 
continues to do wonderful things for us, in us, with 
us, through us. Praise be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Blessings, 

Linda+ 

 
Youth and Children’s 

Ministries 
 

Kellie Wilson 
youth@holycrossep.org 

 
Shelley Allen 

children@holycrossep.org 
 
 

“You are a child of God. He is the father of your 
spirit. Spiritually, you are of noble birth, the 
offspring of the King of Heaven. Fix that truth in 
your mind and hold to it. However many 
generations in your mortal ancestry, no matter 
what race or people you represent, the pedigree of 
your spirit can be written on a single line. You are a 
child of God!”  

~Boyd K. Packer 
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OUR LORD’S RESOURCES 

Senior Warden – Mark McGrail 
srwarden@holycrossep.org 

 
Junior Warden – Fred Whitmire 

jrwarden@holycrossep.org 
 

Stewardship – Jeff Froman 
stewardship@holycrossep.org 

 
Building Committee – Drayton Gaillard 

whdgaillard@charter.net 
 

A Gift for Life 
Have you ever thought about your legacy? How do 
you want to be remembered? How do you want to 
support the institutions and charities that have been 
a large part of your life? Is this something you want 
to be actively involved in now and/or after you are 
called home by our Lord? These are things that I 
believe we all consider in looking at ourselves, our 
lives and our values. When we consider these things 
we are talking about making a gift for life. A gift of 
our life is a gift to the lives of others that can 
enhance their well being by supporting those 
institutions and charities that have meant so much to 
us. 
 
During the March vestry business meeting, the 
Vestry approved the Planned Giving Policy for 
Holy Cross. This is an important milestone for us in 
that our church now has established a fund to 
receive gifts from the congregation that are part of 
an estate plan. The policy establishes guidelines for 
the acceptance, use and management of such gifts. 
 
Planned giving is any gift made during a lifetime or 
at the end of life as part of one’s estate, whether by 
will, a trust or other means. There are numerous 
forms of permanent gifts, such as: 
 

• A will provides for family first, and then 
remembers the church and other charities in 
the form of a bequest. 

• A charitable gift annuity is the simplest form 
of planned gift. It provides a donor with a 
fixed income stream for one or two lives 
with the remainder going to the church at 
death.  

• A charitable remainder trust provides the 
donor with flexible options for life income 
and then afterwards makes a major gift to 
the church.  

• A gift of life insurance names the church as 
beneficiary of an existing policy or a new 
policy.  

• A gift of retirement assets names the church 
as one of the primary beneficiaries of a 
retirement account. 

• Remainder interest transfers ownership in 
real property (primary residence, vacation 
home, farm, etc.) to the church at the end of 
the owner’s life. 

 
These are only some examples of the possible 
structure of a gift. Figuring out the best way to 
accomplish your intentions can sometimes be 
difficult and might require some professional help. 
Well, guess what! We have two great resources in 
our congregation. Both Mark McGrail (our senior 
warden) and I (your stewardship chair) have earned 
the certified financial planner™ designation and 
know quite a bit about this topic. In fact, this is part 
of our profession as financial advisors. We would 
be more than happy to sit down with you and your 
family to discuss your gifting objectives and how 
best to accomplish them. 
 
If you currently have or are planning to establish a 
planned gift for Holy Cross, I highly encourage you 
to speak with our rector, senior warden, myself or 
our treasurer to ensure that it is structured properly. 
We would love to discuss the Planned Giving 
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Policy with you to help you make your decisions 
from an informed position. 
 
Again, I offer Mark and myself as resources for any 
who feel they need to discuss planned giving as part 
of their estates. 
 
Jeff Froman 
630-3528, jeffrey.b.froman@ampf.com 
 
Mark McGrail 
630-7097, mark@capitaldes.com 
 
What is a Senior Warden  
and a Junior Warden? 
“Warden” means “steward” or “guardian,” and 
wardens are the chief stewards and servants of their 
congregations. Wardens have a special and public 
ministry and must lead by example as faithful 
churchgoers and visible donors of time, talent and 
treasure. They must be willing to listen, able to 
delegate, and, above all, able to engender trust in 
relationships with the rector and the congregation. 
Wardens and rector form a leadership team that 
shares responsibility for parish governance. 
National church and diocesan canons and parish 
bylaws govern the roles of clergy, wardens and 
vestries, but do not provide detailed requirements. 
What wardens actually do can vary from one 
congregation to another, from one set of 
circumstances to another, and even from one 
individual to another. This flexibility allows a rector 
and a vestry to adapt to the differing gifts that 
successive wardens bring to their ministries. 
Wardens have four general types of responsibilities: 
• legal responsibilities with regard to property and 

contracts 
• fiduciary responsibilities 
• responsibilities to the congregation 
• responsibilities to the rector (and other clergy) 

Above all, successful ministry as a warden depends 
on keeping oneself spiritually and physically whole. 
Wardens need to take time to nourish themselves 
and call upon the talents of other members of the 
congregation to get things done.  

 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Worship, Christian Education,  
Children and Youth 

 
Rector – Father Michael Flanagan 

rector@holycrossep.org 
 

Director of Youth Christian Formation –      
Kellie Wilson 

Youth@holycrossep.org 
 

Director of Children’s Christian Formation – 
Shelley Allen 

children@holycrossep.org 
 

Vestry Representative – Heather Devine 
christianeducation@holycrossep.org 

 
Holy Week and Easter Services 
Please make every effort to join us this Holy Week 
(April 1, 2, 3) as we walk the road to Calvary with 
Jesus. Holy Week services journey through the last 
days of Jesus’ life and include a Seder-like 
celebration and foot-washing on Thursday night, 
nailing our sins to the cross on Friday, and a short 
Saturday morning reflection in the memorial garden 
on April 3 at 10:00 am. 
 
Then we begin our Easter celebrations with our first 
Easter service on Saturday night at 8:30 pm. Yes, 
you can celebrate Easter on Saturday night and 
sleep in on Sunday if you like! (Plus, you can beat 
the Easter crowd!) Our Easter vigil on Saturday 
night includes the lighting of the Easter fire and 
paschal candle in darkness and the telling of God’s 
history. Then the lights come on and we sing the 
alleluias of Easter. 
 
Of course, we will also celebrate at 9:00 am and 
11:15 am on Sunday. Remember that our 9:00 
service will include incense and the Great 
Procession. Our 11:15 service will be full of 
alleluias and joyful music. 
 
Please join us as we celebrate the season of death 
and resurrection. 
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Adult Forum: 
Called to Change the World 
The Adult Forum planning team at Holy Cross 
invites you to come join us as we seek to understand 
what is going on in the wider culture and uncover 
what is meant by the “heart of Christianity.” We 
examine together what it means to live a Christian 
life in the 21st Century and explore ways of seeing 
the Bible that can inform and transform our lives 
today.  
 
The Sunday Morning Adult Forum meets in the 
Parish Hall at 10:15 am and is an open forum for 
everyone: new members, new Christians, and all 
who want to explore the Episcopal Church or grow 
in wisdom and faith. Every Sunday is a new class 
with both visitors and long-timers welcome. You 
can expect a coffee station, interesting conversation, 
a casual atmosphere and even laughter. The forum 
topics follow the seasons of the church year with 
well planned presentations on a variety of subjects. 
The theme for the Adult Forum in 2009-2010 is: 
 

Hearing and Heeding God’s Call:  
the Heart of Christianity in a Time of Change 

 
April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 13  
Easter Series: the Call to be Transformed 
 
The Adult Forum is just one opportunity to nourish 
your spiritual life. Please watch the Holy Cross 
eblast and newsletter for the posting of weekday 
Bible study groups, Lenten classes, quiet retreats, 
book studies and pastoral care training sessions.  
 
A Message from the Academy 
I would like to take a moment to thank all of you for 
your dedication to Holy Cross Episcopal Church. I 
hope you realize how much of an influence your 
congregation has on our community.  Families 
come to Holy Cross Academy seeking a Christian 
based preschool program for their children. Those 
who believe are welcome to belong, regardless of 
their denomination. But without Holy Cross 
Episcopal Church, there would be no Holy Cross 
Academy, and if there were no academy:  

 
• 200 parents might not have a “home away from 
home” where their children can be comforted, 
nurtured and educated while they are at work.   
 
• 134 children might not have the opportunity to use 
all of the gifts God has given them under the 
guidance of our wonderful teachers. 
 
• 49 children might not share and celebrate their 
faith as we do in chapel every other week. 
 
• 25 more women in this community (our staff) 
might be unemployed, and in turn, might struggle to 
provide for the children of their own. 
 
We seek to inspire in all children a love for Christ, 
and can continue to care for God’s children with 
your support. Standing alone, we would not stand 
out from the rest.   
 

Thank you, 
Stacia Rogozinski 

srogozinski@charter.net 
 

 
Holy Cross Kids News 

For information about our children’s programs, 
please contact Shelley Allen, our director of 
children’s ministries, at 967-7470 or 
children@holycrossep.org. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt 
Join us on Easter Sunday (April 4) at 10:30 am for 
the Holy Cross Easter Egg Hunt. Children ages 2 to 
11 should gather in the pavilion for the hunt. Please 
bring your own Easter baskets for gathering eggs. 
(In case of rain, we will be in the Academy gym.)  
 

Save the Date 
Vacation Bible School 

July 11—15 
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Youth 
News 

 
For more information about 
youth announcements, please 
contact Kellie Wilson, 
director of youth ministries, 

at 967-7470 or youth@holycrossep.org. 
 
Youth Meet on Wednesdays 
The E.D.G.E. Youth Group meets on Wednesdays 
in the Meeting Hall from 6:00 until 8:00 pm for 
those in grades 6 through 12. Please bring money 
for dinner. In April, topics will be as follows: 

• April 7: (two choices) 
o “Through the Bible” Bible Study  
o Soccer Clinic 

• April 14: (two choices) 
o “Through the Bible” Bible Study 
o Bingo for residents of The Springs 

nursing home  
• April 21: Please meet in Parish Hall for dinner at 

6:00 pm. From 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, we will 
have two program choices:  

o “Through the Bible” Bible Study 
o Discussion about God 

• April 28: Please meet in Parish Hall for dinner at 
6:00 pm. From 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, we will 
have two program choices:  

o “Through the Bible” Bible Study 
o Music Night: Youth should provide a 

CD with the song they want to discuss as 
well as lyrics to Kellie by Sunday, April 
18. All youth must have a movie/music 
waiver on file to participate. This form 
can be downloaded at 
www.holycrossep.org.  

 
Youth Sunday School 
Psychotic Sunday School is held for 6th through 12th 
graders in the Meeting Hall from 10:00 am until 
11:00 am. Throughout the month of April, youth 
will be discussing the following topics: 

• April 4: No class. Please come help us with 
the Easter Egg Hunt 

• April 11: Scary, Weird, and Gross Bible 
Stories 

• April 18: Faith 
• April 25: Faith 

 
Wednesday Dinners for Youth 
The following are scheduled to bring supper for the 
E.D.G.E. youth group. Please plan to bring enough 
for 25. Beginning on April 21, the youth will be 
eating with the adults in the Parish Hall from 6:00 
pm until 6:30 pm. The dinner is provided for a 
freewill offering. Regular as well as vegetarian 
options will be provided. The entire family is 
invited to come and eat with us! If any youth or 
adults would like to help prepare and set up for 
these meals, please contact Kellie at 967-7470 or 
youth@holycrossep.org. 
 

• April 7: Sara Farley (dinner) and Erin Busch 
(dessert) 

• April 14: Dee Roberts (dinner) and Erin 
Busch (dessert) 

 
Parents of Teens and Tweens 
We will meet on Wednesday, April 21, in the 
Reception Hall at 6:00 pm. The purpose of this 
meeting is to support one another by sharing our 
trials and successes. There will also be time for 
asking questions and sharing resources. For more 
information, contact Kellie at 967-7470 or 
youth@holycrossep.org. 
 
Required Mission Trip Meeting 
There is a required mission trip meeting for all 
youth and adults participating in this summer’s 
mission trip to Knoxville, Tennessee. Please join us 
on Sunday, April 18th from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm in 
the Reception Hall. Lunch will be provided. For 
more information, contact Kellie at 967-7470 or 
youth@holycrossep.org . 
 
Easter Service Project 
Help us hide Easter eggs and monitor the Easter egg 
hunt for the children of the church on Easter Sunday 
(April 4). Youth will gather at 8:30 am to hide the 
eggs. The Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 10:30 am. 
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Youth will need to stand around the perimeter of the 
property during the hunt to ensure that all children 
are safe. For more information or to participate, 
contact Kellie at 967-7470 or 
youth@holycrossep.org. 
 
Retreat for 6th–8th Graders 
 

Where: Camp Gravatt in Aiken 
 
Cost: $75  
 
Date: April 23, 24 and 25 
 

Registration deadline: April 4 
 
The Junior High Spring Retreat for 6th-8th 
graders is a New Beginnings weekend. This 
program, rooted in the tradition of Happening and 
Cursillo, is based on presenting the basics of 
Christianity and how we use that faith to guide our 
life. Talks are given throughout the weekend by 
young people and adults on various subjects; 
friends, family, peer pressure, the church, Jesus and 
sharing your faith. Participants have the opportunity 
to share their response to these talks in small groups 
and to the whole community. Interspaced between 
talks are times for games, hanging out with friends, 
and large group activities. Part of Saturday night’s 
program is an opportunity for all participants to 
share any special gifts or talents; so bring along 
your musical instrument, poems, stories, or other 
props that might be necessary.  

To register, contact Kellie Wilson. 

Sonic Fundraiser for Youth 
Youth will be serving lunch at the Sonic in Mauldin 
on Sunday, April 11, from noon to 4:00 pm. We 
will receive 10 percent of all proceeds plus tips. All 
money raised will go towards the 2010 mission trip. 
The more people who show up, the more money we 
make, so please encourage your friends, neighbors, 
co-workers, and teachers to stop by! 
 

 
DISCOVERY 

Communications, Evangelism 
and Group Ministries 

 
Jerry Schafetz 

communications@holycrossep.org 
 

Gail Englert 
smallgroups@holycrossep.org 

 
PrimeTimers Trip to Cherokee 
Join us for Unto These Hills on June 25 & 26 in 
Cherokee, NC. The play starts at 7:30 pm, so this 
will be an overnighter. Individual tickets are $35, 
but if we have a group of 15 or more, tickets will be 
$18. There are many nearby motels that offer 
shuttle service to the play. (We don’t know how 
much the motels are and there would be food 
expense, too.). Check out Unto These Hills website. 
 
PrimeTimers’ Washington Trip 
We will be going to Washington, DC, on a bus trip 
from September 17 through 20. During this four-
day, three-night trip, we will see Arlington 
Cemetery, the National Cathedral, the Air Force 
Memorial, and the National Archives. We will also 
have a guided tour of the illuminated monuments 
and memorials, Kennedy Center, the World War II 
and Vietnam Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the 
Korean War Memorial, the Smithsonian, and the 
Stephen F. Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum.  
 
The trip includes three nights of lodging, three 
breakfasts, three dinners, luggage handling, a 
souvenir, all taxes and meal gratuities, bus 
transportation—for only $365 per person based on 
double, triple and quad occupancy. A single room is 
$199 extra. Tipping of the bus driver and tour guide 
is extra. These prices are based on 36 to 44 
passengers.  
 
You don’t have to be a PrimeTimer to go on this 
trip. All adults are invited. If you are interested, 
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please let us know ASAP so we can schedule these 
events and start collecting deposits. 
Are you over 50? If so, PrimeTimers might be just the social 
group you have been looking for! Join us each month for a 
unique outing! Contacts: Sharon (963-0467 or 
sharonshumaker@charter.net) or Renie (963-9631 or 
renieh@charter.net).    
 
Need Refreshment?  
Join the Lakeside Ladies 
Who are the Lakeside Ladies? We are women who 
take time out to refresh our spirit on a regular 
basis. We gather together in silence, taking time to 
decompress; do Lectio Divina; have time for 
journaling, walking about, or just sitting quietly; 
have some simple refreshments and catch up with 
each other; meet in small groups; and then gather 
for a closing blessing and prayers.   
 
All of this is done in three hours on a Saturday 
afternoon at Louise Tajuddin’s home (eight acres at 
Lake Rabon). Besides the lake, there is a field, a 
trail through the woods, a garden and plenty of 
space to spread out to find a place that can speak to 
your spirit. 
This year, we will be meeting once a season. If you 
need some time away—but not too far away—and 
would like to join us, please let me know as soon as 
possible because space is limited to nine others 
besides me.  
 
Below you will find the schedule for this year as 
well as the last date to sign up. I will keep a short 
waiting list in case someone has to back out at the 
last minute. I do all communications through email, 
so that is the best way to let me know if you are 
interested in coming. If you do not have email, you 
may call me at 901-2751, and I will get the 
information to you. My email address is: 
louisetaj@prtcnet.com. 
  
Meeting Dates                  Last Date to Sign Up 
April 24 (note date change)    April 14 
July 17                                  July 7 
October 2                               September 24 
   
 

Holy Cross Mom’s Group 
We will be meeting on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays from 9:30 am until 11:30 am in the parish 
hall. Please come and join us! All moms and 
expecting moms are invited. Children are welcome, 
and childcare will be provided (more details to 
follow). Contact Lianne Thompson at 
Thompson_smp@charter.net or 421-2560 or 
Shelley Allen at children@holycrossep.org or 967-
7470 with any questions. Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 

  
HOSPITALITY 

 
Barbara Rephann 

fellowship@holycrossep.org 
 

Wanted: Picnic Coordinator 
Help! If Holy Cross is to continue its traditional 
July 4th picnic, we need a willing volunteer to step 
forward. The duties are simple: organize, advertise, 
buy supplies, and coordinate setting up and cleaning 
up. To make things even easier, Tom Jones is 
willing to be the grill master again this year! 
 
So, if you’ve been looking for an opportunity to get 
more involved at church, this might be the 
perfect avenue, especially since it’s a once-a-year 
event. If interested, contact Barbara Rephann at 
349-1669 or bcor63@msn.com. 
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Live from Holy Cross:  
It’s Hubert’s Café! 

 
Save the date! 

Saturday, May 15 
6:30 pm to 10:00 pm 

 
Hubert’s Café is a dinner show put on by members 
of the Holy Cross family. The night includes 
fabulous food and lots of laughter. The cost is $20 
per person. Tickets go on sale after Easter. 
 
Got Talent? Got Pictures? 
Hubert’s Café Wants You! 
We are looking for anyone who is interested in 
participating in the show. Please contact Mac 
Clarkson at 967-7556 or taternspud@netzero.net or 
Michelle Brewer at 963-3338 or 
scrapdiva@charter.net. 
 
Hubert’s Café is also looking for pictures of you 
from back in the day. Send us your outrageous 
pictures from the 1960s, ‘70s, or ‘80s. We will use 
as many of them as we can. You can scan them to 
scrapdiva@charter.net or give them to Michelle 
Brewer. Please put your name on the back so we 
can return them to you. 
 

 
New Members 

 
Debbie Keene 

newmembers@holycrossep.org 

 
Newcomers Invited for Dessert 
The next Dessert and Conversation for newcomers 
will be held at Father Mike and Deb’s house on 
Friday, April 23 at 7:00 pm. The next Discovering 
Holy Cross will be on March 26 and 27. Questions? 
Email Bonnie at Bonniemacd28@aol.com. 

Looking for a Place to Plug In? 
Holy Cross will have a Ministry Fair on Sunday, 
May 16 from 7:30 am to 1:00 pm. Stop by the 
parish hall for a wealth of information on the 
opportunities to serve here at Holy Cross. 
 
Membership Meeting 
The rescheduled Membership Committee meeting 
will be held on April 18 at 12:30 pm in the Meeting 
Hall. 
 
 

 
HUMANITY OF CHRIST 

Outreach and Pastoral Care 
 

Sarah Swartz 
outreach@holycrossep.org 

 
Marcia Jones 

pastoralcare@holycrossep.org 
 

What is Caring Connection? 
The Caring Connection mission statement says, 
“Our mission is to express the love of God through 
caring relationships and through attentive care and 
support in times of need.” Our work is growing.  
 
We have expanded our Meals Ministry by dividing 
into teams to better coordinate our meal preparation 
and delivery. Jill Swinden is coordinating this and is 
the person to talk to if you would like to volunteer.  
 
We also have a team to transport some of our 
parishioners on a regular basis to church or just at 
times to doctors’ appointments or other special 
places. Ande Zander is in charge of this team.  
 
We also send cards, make calls both in person and 
on the telephone, take flowers, visit at hospice 
homes and have many other caring ministries.  
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If you are interested in giving or receiving any of 
these Pastoral Care ministries, contact us at 
pastoralcare@holycrossep.org or call the church 
office and they will put us in touch with you  
 
Telephone Friends: 
a New Ministry 
A new ministry is beginning at Holy Cross. A 
telephone system is being established to stay in 
touch with people who live alone, have little contact 
with the outside world and would appreciate a call 
from one of us to check on them and share a little 
conversation. If you know of someone who is in 
need of this ministry (including yourself) or would 
be willing to be one of the callers, please let Ande 
Zander know either by phone at 962-8318 or email 
at ezander@verizon.net. 
 
Women to Women: 
Afghans 4 Tomorrow 
Our next meeting will be a tea hosted by Kerry 
Kelly at her home on Saturday, April 24 at 11:00 
am. Tea and finger foods will be furnished. Please 
sign up for the event at our table in the narthex. 
 
Ande Zander and Norma Perry will present a 
program on Afghans 4 Tomorrow 
(www.afghans4tomorrow.com) 
 
Be sure to mark your calendar for this event. These 
meetings are open to all ladies of all ages. 
Please bring a donation that would amount to what 
a typical meal out would cost you, and bring a 
friend. 
 
Little Steps Renovation Effort 
Little Steps, one of the organizations that received 
some of our 2009 Pumpkin Patch funds, is 
renovating a building on Laurens Road. They are 
seeking financial donations, building materials, and 
people to help on their weekend makeover event on 
May 1 and 2. If you would like more information, 
email sharonwputman@cs.com or contact Mandy 
Black at extreme@littlestepssc.org or at 901-2506. 
 

 

 
Deaths 

• Charlotte Pope, mother of Jerry Pope 
• Billy Leone, father of Danny Leone 
• Robert M. Williamson, grandfather of 

Sharon Putman, great-grandfather of 
Savannah and Jessica Putman 

• Dorothy Brandon, mother of Cindy 
Jefferson 

 

Make a Difference  
 
“Once upon a time there was a wise man who 
used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had 
a habit of walking on the beach before he began 
his work. One day, he was walking along the 
shore. As he looked down the beach, he saw a 
human figure moving like a dancer. He smiled to 
himself to think of someone who would dance to 
the day. So he began to walk faster to catch up. 
 
As he got closer, he saw that it was a young man 
and the young man wasn't dancing, but instead 

he was reaching 
down to the shore, 
picking up 
something and very 
gently throwing it 
into the ocean. As 
he got closer, he 
called out, ‘Good 

morning! What are you doing?’  
 
The young man paused, looked up and replied, 
‘Throwing starfish in the ocean.’  ‘I guess I 
should have asked, why are you throwing starfish 
in the ocean?’ ‘The sun is up and the tide is going 
out. And if I don’t throw them in they'll die.’ ‘But, 
young man, don’t you realize that there are miles 
and miles of beach and starfish all along it. You 
can't possibly make a difference!’  
 
The young man listened politely. Then bent 
down, picked another starfish and threw it into 
the sea, past the breaking waves and said, ‘It 
made a difference for that one.’ 
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1st Asa Connor 

  Lawrence Urbanowicz 

2nd Aaron Kelley 

  StanLee Love 

3rd Myrtle Crisp 

Louis Phelps 

4th Stephanie Brandreth 

  Ida Vaughn 

5th Richard & Lynn Knox 

6th Eric Young 

7th Dewayne & Connie Rice 

8th Liz Cockrill 

  Jim Perry 

  David Wells 

9th John Downey 

10th Betsy Lancaster 

11th Dave Vinjamuri 

12th Chris Zander 

14th Jennifer Storch 

  Kenneth Wood 

15th Melinda Aufmuth 

Will Keown 

  Amanda Storch 

  Holly Warren 

16th George & Bonnie MacDonald 

Matthew Devine 

  Charlene Wells 

  Michelle Yates 

17th Henry (Mac) Clarkson 

  Lanny Montgomery 

18th Gowen Lancaster 

 Elizabeth Leone 

19th Becca Curtis 

 Courtney Goodman 

20th Chris & Linda Gubitose 

 Kenneth Farrell 

22nd Patricia Farrell 

Richard Houtz 

 Anita Rhodes 

23rd Art & Loretta Roth 

24th Will & Peg Mercer 

 Jean Holz 

 Phyllis Palmer 

 Walt Roberts 

25th Cathie Curry 

26th Neil McDonald  

 Andrew Wilson 

27th Aden Connor 

 Charia Harris 

 Jordan Salas 

29th        Will Mercer 

               Pamm Zander 

30th         Elayne Blanco 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servants and they begin another year. 
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully upon 
these your servants as they celebrate the anniversary of 
their marriages. Grant them your blessing, and assist 
them with your grace, that with true fidelity and 
steadfast love they may honor and keep their promises 
and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

If you would like birthday/anniversary to appear here, 
contact us at secretary@holycrossep.org or 967-7470. 



 13

             
FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

Uncommon Gratitude: 
Alleluia for All that Is 

by Joan Chittister and Rowan Williams 
 

“The prolific Benedictine nun Chittister (The 
Liturgical Year) joins the erudite archbishop of 
Canterbury in a series of reflections on finding the 
hidden face of God in a variety of circumstances 
and offering praise.  
 
Alleluia is a hail to God, a call offered not nearly as 
frequently as complaint is in these times. But 
Chittister explains that alleluia is a call to reflection 
... the final Amen to all that is.  The varied subjects 
of the 23 essays—faith, doubt, Genesis, saints—are 
very loosely grouped, and Williams contributes 
only five, a shortcoming of the book given the 
provocative originality with which the Anglican 
primate thinks. He writes of good sinners—those 
with a degree of awareness of something much 
larger or of divine fullness preparing to create its 
own echo in the world. Chittister is pre‐eminently 
practical: the purpose of wealth is generosity, 
doubt gives birth to faith. The two authors are 
nicely complementary in the ways they anchor 
their insights in real‐life conditions. This is 
thoughtful theology with its boots on, ready to 
walk out in the world.” 

 
Food for the Journey is sponsored by the Daughters of the 
King. Send an email to sharonwputman@cs.com if you have a 
book that has been a special part of your spiritual journey. 
Book information is obtained from Amazon.com. 
 

 
“When we have suffered enough not to care if the 
hurts of life have all been healed, but only that 
they no longer bind us, we have finally learned to 
live.” 

~Joan Chittiser 
 
 
“A healthy human environment is one in which we 
try to make sense of our limits, of the accidents 
that can always befall us and the passage of time 
which inexorably changes us.” 

~Rowan Williams 
 

 
 
 

 
HOLY CROSS  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

 
Items for newsletter:  newsletter@holycrossep.org 
Bulletin announcements:  secretary@holycrossep.org 
Parish office  (864) 967-7470 
Fax   (864) 967-0393 
Mailing address  PO Box 187, Simpsonville, 29681 
Holy Cross Academy (864) 963-5986 
Pastoral counseling  (888) 293-7585 
Church website  www.holycrossep.org 
Diocesan website  www.edusc.org 
Office   secretary@holycrossep.org 
Rector   rector@holycrossep.org 
Assistant rector  assistantrector@holycrossep.org 
Youth ministry  youth@holycrossep.org 
Children’s ministry  children@holycrossep.org 
Senior warden  srwarden@holycrossep.org


